
The Life of Joseph: Week 10 - Chapter Ten: The Brothers Come to Town 
 

Part 1: The Return (Gen 43:1-25)  
Up until this point in the story, Joseph has been the central character. Now, the focus will 
___________________ to Judah as he becomes the main character.  
 
The last time we saw Judah, he was the brother who suggested _______________________ Joseph to 
the merchants; in order to make a profit and not go home empty handed. We are unaware of all that 
has transpired in his life over the last 22 years. But we will soon see that he is not the 
______________________ man.  

The reason that Joseph wants Benjamin to come; is to position the brothers into a __________________ 
situation of 22 years ago, in order to give them the opportunity to prove that they have changed. 
 
Out of hunger and desperation, Judah guarantees the __________________ return of Benjamin.  

 
Jacob reminds us that his belief system is that ‘the world’ is forever against him.  
His ________________________ are only negative and he can only envision this trip 
___________________________ tragically! 
 
However, God is doing something very kind, merciful & gracious on Jacob’s behalf!  
God is going to bless Jacob beyond measure and reunite him with his cherished son!    
 
Full of _____________________, the brothers assume that they have met their end and they will share 
Joseph’s ______________________ and become slaves of Egypt themselves! Undoubtedly, they likely 
assumed that this is also the Lord’s doing, in seeking divine-justice for what they had done to Joseph!  
 

Part 2: The Setup (Gen 43:26-44:12) 
The arrangement of the brothers by their age adds another _________________________ to the fears 
that this is all happening as divine-justice from God. This act also heightens the ___________________ 
that the brothers feel regarding this mysterious and very powerful lord of the land.  

The act of giving Benjamin a 5x portion is the beginning of the pinnacle of the testing.  
This is a very strategic move in order to position the brothers into the ____________________ same 
____________________ state that they were in 22 years ago concerning their jealousy towards Joseph.   
 
Certainly Jacob’s comments in Gen 42:36-38 are ringing in their ears as the portions of food  
are placed before Benjamin.  The extra portions of food reflect the robe that was placed on Joseph.  

How will the brothers respond to this? 
Will they react with the same kind of hatred as they did 22 years ago? 

 
Through the cup, the final aspects of the ultimate test have been set in motion.  

The 1st objective was to put the brothers in a position where they have the ____________________ 
feelings of rejection, ____________________ and jealousy towards a son of Rachel.   Now, the 2nd 
objective is to put the brothers in a position where they have every ‘justifiable’ reason to abandon or 
____________________ Benjamin.  
 
It is by doing this, that Joseph will be able to observe their genuine character change.  
 
Confident in their innocence, the brothers call for a ____________________ punishment: the guilty 
one will die and the rest will remain ____________________!  



In the grandest act of deception, the deceivers had once again been deceived…but not about the 
placement of the cup, but of their misplaced confidence in their innocence.  
 
They deceived themselves into believing that they were honest & innocent men, all the while they were 
deceptive & guilty men, hiding their _____________.  
 
In a way, their day of reckoning, the long awaited day of divine-justice has come in the form of a cup… 
and they claim that they are willing to ____________________ the ultimate ____________________.  
 
They likely believe that the Lord divinely ____________________ this cup in their sack in order to call 
them into account for their sin against Joseph. Thankfully, the Lord has mercy in mind and not 
____________________________! 

 

Part 3: The Reveal (Gen 44:12-46:30)  
Here we get a clear view of the brother’s change in character, though free to go…all 10 brothers return 
with Benjamin. They have not abandoned him! 

“God has uncovered our guilt.” 
Judah confirms that they believe that the Lord divinely placed this cup in their sack in order to call 
them into account for their sin against Joseph.  
 
Joseph again makes it very easy for the brothers to abandon Benjamin… 

With Jacob’s rejection of them still fresh in their minds…With Jacob’s favoritism 
of Benjamin still ringing in their ears…With Benjamin’s ‘theft’ of this cup… 

And now, with the 10 free to return home…What will the brothers do? 
Will they abandon Benjamin just as they abandoned Joseph 22 years ago?  

 
Judah steps forward, the man who convinced the brothers to sell Joseph for silver…and he begins the 
longest recorded speech in the book of Genesis… (Gen 44:18-34) 

As a foreshadowing of Christ, Judah is willing to give his life in the ___________________ of Benjamin.  

In this moment, it is as though time freezes… 
And all the mistakes, all the deception and all the favoritism of Isaac, Rebekah, Laban, Leah, Jacob and 
the brothers… VANISH!  
 
One act of selflessness. One act of surrender. One act of sacrifice. ENDS IT ALL!   

Now, what will Joseph do? Will he forgive or will he punish? 

Joseph’s trust in the Lord and his ____________________ the _______________________ goodness of 
God, as determined in His divine providence, has empowered Joseph to forgive.  

We can have the same _____________ as Joseph. Hopeful in suffering. Diligent in despair. 

Pure in temptation. Caring towards criminals. Faithful in famine. Forgiving of family. 
If we have the same ______________ as Joseph. 

 
We must trust in the Lord and believe in the sovereign goodness of God; as determined in His divine 
providence. In doing so...We will _______________________ the _______________________, the 
courage and the resolve to be life Joseph whether we find ourselves in a pit, a prison or a palace. 


