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The Spirit of God has been guiding 
Joseph as to how he should interact 
with his brothers. This interaction 
developed into a series of tests.



These tests will continue, 
as the brothers must return 

to Egypt for food.



Today we will see that the plan is to set up 
a climactic reconstruction of the events 
of favoritism & betrayal 22 years ago… 

by using the other son of Rachel; Benjamin.    



Part 1

The Return



Genesis 43:1-2

Now the famine was still severe in the land. 
So when they had eaten all the grain they had 
brought from Egypt, their father said to them, 

“Go back and buy us a little more food.”



Genesis 43:3

But Judah said to him, “The man warned us 
solemnly, ‘You will not see my face again 

unless your brother is with you.’”



Up until this point in the story, 
Joseph has been the central character. 
Now, the focus will shift to Judah as 

he becomes the main character. 



The last time we saw Judah, he was the 
brother who suggested selling Joseph to 
the merchants; in order to make a profit 

and not go home empty handed. 



We are unaware of all that has transpired 
in his life over the last 22 years. But we will 

soon see that he is not the same man. 



Genesis 43:4-5

“If you will send our brother along with us, 
we will go down and buy food for you. But if you 

will not send him, we will not go down, because the 
man said to us, ‘You will not see my face again 

unless your brother is with you.’”



We are unsure at this point as to why 
Joseph (the lord of the land) 

would want the youngest son to return. 



Does he want proof of life, ensuring 
that the brothers did not sell/kill him?

Does he want to keep him for himself? 



We know that the ultimate reason that 
Joseph wants Benjamin to come; 

is to position the brothers into a similar
situation of 22 years ago, in order to give 
them the opportunity to prove that they 

have changed.



Genesis 43:8

Then Judah said to Israel his father, 
“Send the boy along with me and we will go 
at once, so that we and you and our children 

may live and not die.”



Genesis 43:9-10

“I myself will guarantee his safety; 
you can hold me personally responsible for 

him. If I do not bring him back to you and set 
him here before you, I will bear the blame 

before you all my life…”



Out of hunger 
& desperation, 

Judah guarantees
the safe return 
of Benjamin. 



We are unsure at this point if these 
are empty words, as in the case or Reuben 

offering up his two sons to Jacob…



…or if Judah is truly prepared to put 
himself in harms way to guarantee the 

safe return of Benjamin. 



Genesis 43:11a, 13-14

Then their father Israel said to them, “If it must 
be…Take your brother also and go back to the 
man at once. And may God Almighty grant you 

mercy before the man so that he will let your 
other brother and Benjamin come back with you. 

As for me, if I am bereaved, I am bereaved.”



Jacob reminds us that his belief system 
is that ‘the world’ is forever against him. 
His expectations are only negative and he 

can only envision this trip ending tragically!



However, God is doing something very kind, 
merciful & gracious on Jacob’s behalf! 

God is going to bless Jacob beyond measure 
and reunite him with his cherished son!   



Genesis 43:15-16

So the men took the gifts and double the amount of 
silver, and Benjamin also. They hurried down to Egypt 
and presented themselves to Joseph. When Joseph saw 

Benjamin with them, he said to the steward of his house, 
“Take these men to my house, slaughter an animal and 

prepare a meal; they are to eat with me at noon.”



Genesis 43:17-18

The man did as Joseph told him and took the men to 
Joseph’s house. Now the men were frightened when 

they were taken to his house. They thought, “We 
were brought here because of the silver that was put 
back into our sacks the first time. He wants to attack 

us and overpower us and seize us as slaves…”



Full of fear, the brothers assume that 
they have met their end and they will 
share Joseph’s fate and become slaves 

of Egypt themselves! 



Undoubtedly, they likely assumed that this 
is also the Lord’s doing, in seeking divine-
justice for what they had done to Joseph! 



Genesis 43:19-20

So they went up to Joseph’s steward and spoke to 
him at the entrance to the house. “We beg your 

pardon, our lord,” they said, “we came down here 
the first time to buy food…”



Genesis 43:21-22

“But at the place where we stopped for the night we 
opened our sacks and each of us found his silver—

the exact weight—in the mouth of his sack. 
So we have brought it back with us. We have also 

brought additional silver with us to buy food. We don’t 
know who put our silver in our sacks.”



The brothers are once again displaying 
that they are passing the tests!



They did not abandon Simeon in Egypt.
They did not take the silver for themselves. 

They told Jacob the truth. 

And now, they are returning the silver!  



Genesis 43:23

“It’s all right,” he said. “Don’t be afraid. 
Your God, the God of your father, has given you 

treasure in your sacks; I received your silver.” 
Then he brought Simeon out to them.



What can we say about Joseph’s servant?

What should we assume about Joseph’s 
work-relationship with this servant? 



His servants do exactly what Joseph asks and 
they attribute Josephs behavior to God!



Clearly Joseph has been a powerful witness 
to all those around him and he holds great 

respect in their eyes! 



Genesis 43:24-25

The steward took the men into Joseph’s 
house…They prepared their gifts for Joseph’s 

arrival at noon, because they had heard that they 
were to eat there.



Part 2

The Setup



Genesis 43:26

When Joseph came home, 
they presented to him the gifts they had 
brought into the house, and they bowed 

down before him to the ground.



Upon the first trip to Egypt for grain, 
the 10 brothers bow before Joseph. 

This fulfills Joseph’s first dream 
of 10 sheaves bowing before Joseph. 



Now, upon the second trip to Egypt, 
the 11 brothers bow before Joseph. 

This fulfills Joseph’s second dream 
of 11 stars bowing before Joseph. 



Genesis 43:30-31

Deeply moved at the sight of his brother, Joseph 
hurried out and looked for a place to weep. He went 
into his private room and wept there. After he had 

washed his face, he came out and, controlling 
himself, said, “Serve the food.”



Joseph is overcome with emotion 
for several reasons…



The greatest reason may be that: 
He again recognized that his dreams are becoming 

a reality and that God had not abandoned him 
all those years ago…and that God had a divine

purpose within all of it!   



However, Joseph must collect himself 
as the Spirit guided testing of his brothers 

has not yet reached its goal! 



Genesis 43:33

The men had been seated before him in the order 
of their ages, from the firstborn to the youngest; 
and they looked at each other in astonishment. 



The arrangement of the brothers by their age 
adds another dimension to the fears that this is all 

happening as divine-justice from God. 



This act also heightens the dread that the 
brothers feel regarding this mysterious and 

very powerful lord of the land. 



Genesis 43:33-34

When portions were served to them from 
Joseph’s table, Benjamin’s portion was five times 

as much as anyone else’s.



The act of giving Benjamin a 5x portion 
is the beginning of the pinnacle of the testing. 



This is a very strategic move in order to 
position the brothers into the exact same 

emotional state that they were in 22 years ago 
concerning their jealousy towards Joseph.  



Back in Canaan, Jacob reminded 
the brothers of his distain for them.

“You have deprived me of my children. Joseph is 
no more and Simeon is no more, and now you

want to take Benjamin. Everything is against me!”

Genesis 42:36



Back in Canaan, Jacob reminded 
the brothers of his favoritism.

Jacob said, “My son will not go down there with 
you; his brother is dead and he is the only one left.

Genesis 42:38



Certainly these comments are ringing 
in their ears as the extra portions of food 

are being placed before Benjamin.   



The extra portions of food, in a way, 

reflect the ornate robe that was placed on Joseph. 



How will the brothers respond to this?

Will they react with the same kind 
of hatred as they did 22 years ago? 



Genesis 44:1-2

Now Joseph gave these instructions to the steward 
of his house: “Fill the men’s sacks with as much food 

as they can carry, and put each man’s silver in the 
mouth of his sack. Then put my cup, the silver one, 
in the mouth of the youngest one’s sack, along with 
the silver for his grain.” And he did as Joseph said.



Genesis 44:3-5

As morning dawned, the men were sent on their 
way with their donkeys. They had not gone far from 
the city when Joseph said to his steward, “Go after 

those men at once, and when you catch up with 
them, say to them, ‘Why have you repaid good with 

evil?...This is a wicked thing you have done.’”



Through the cup, 
the final aspects 
of the ultimate 

test have been set 
in motion. 



The 1st objective was to put the brothers 
in a position where they have the same

feelings of rejection, favoritism and 
jealousy towards a son of Rachel.   



Now, the 2nd objective is to put the 
brothers in a position where they have 
every ‘justifiable’ reason to abandon or 

forsake Benjamin.   



That is, Joseph is wanting to make it 
very easy & indeed reasonable for the 

brothers to abandon Benjamin. 

The wrong thing will be easy to do.



Likewise, Joseph is wanting to make it 
very difficult and even unreasonable for 

the brothers to defend Benjamin. 
The right thing will be hard to do.



It is by doing this, that Joseph will be able 
to observe their genuine character change. 



This temptation, in a way, reflects the 
temptation of Joseph & Potiphar’s wife. 



It would have been very easy, 
yet wrong to have sexual relations with her. 
It was very difficult to be placed in prison, 

yet it was right to have abstained.   



Genesis 44:6-8

When he caught up with them, he repeated these 
words to them. But they said to him, “Why does my 
lord say such things? Far be it for us to do anything 

like that! We even brought back to you from the land 
of Canaan the silver we found inside the mouths of our 
sacks. So why would we steal silver or gold from your 

master’s house?



Genesis 44:9-10

If any of your servants is found to have it, he will 
die; and the rest of us will become my lord’s 

slaves.” “Very well, then,” he said, “let it be as 
you say. Whoever is found to have it will become 
my slave; the rest of you will be free from blame.”



The brothers echo their illusions in Gen 42:11 

“We are all the sons of one man. Your 
servants are honest men, not spies.”



The brothers are far from honest men! 
They have kept an evil secret for 22 years! 



“Far be it from us
to do anything like that!”



Actually, you have done far worse to the 
men of Shechem and to Joseph! 



But, their words foreshadow the truth 
that they have indeed changed! 



Confident in their innocence, the brothers 
call for a severe punishment: the guilty one 

will die and the rest will remain slaves! 



Genesis 44:11-12

Each of them quickly lowered his sack to the 
ground and opened it. Then the steward 

proceeded to search, beginning with the oldest 
and ending with the youngest. And the cup was 

found in Benjamin’s sack… 



In the grandest act of deception, 
the deceivers had once again been deceived…



…but not about the placement 
of the cup, but of their misplaced 

confidence in their innocence. 



They deceived themselves into believing 
that they were honest & innocent men, 

all the while they were deceptive & 
guilty men, hiding their sin. 



In a way, their day of reckoning, 
the long awaited day of divine-justice 

has come in the form of a cup…
and they claim that they are willing to 

pay the ultimate price. 



They likely believe that the Lord 
divinely placed this cup in their sack 
in order to call them into account for 

their sin against Joseph. 



Remember when Joseph began harassing 
them upon their first trip they said…

“Surely we are being punished because 
of our brother…Now we must give an 

accounting for his blood.”



They believe that all of these events 
have been at the hand of God in order 

to punish them for what they did to Joseph. 



Thankfully, the Lord has mercy 
in mind and not punishment!



Part 3

The Reveal



Genesis 44:12b-13

And the cup was found in Benjamin’s sack. 
At this, they tore their clothes. Then they all 

loaded their donkeys and returned to the city.



Here we get a clear view of
the brother’s change in character. 



Remember the servant said: 
“Whoever is found to have it will become my 
slave; the rest of you will be free from blame.”



But now, all 10 brothers return with 
Benjamin. They have not abandoned him!



Genesis 44:14-15

Joseph was still in the house when Judah 
and his brothers came in, and they threw 
themselves to the ground before him. 



Joseph said to them, 
“What is this 

you have done? 
Don’t you know 

that a man like me 
can find things out 

by divination?”



Genesis 44:16

“What can we say to my lord?” Judah replied. 
“What can we say? How can we prove our 
innocence? God has uncovered our guilt.

We are now my lord’s slaves—we ourselves and 
the one who was found to have the cup.”



Judah confirms that they believe 
that the Lord divinely placed this 

cup in their sack in order to call them 
into account for their sin against Joseph. 



Genesis 44:17

But Joseph said, “Far be it from me to do such 
a thing! Only the man who was found to have 
the cup will become my slave. The rest of you, 

go back to your father in peace.”



Joseph again makes it very easy 
for brothers to abandon Benjamin…



With Jacob’s rejection of them 
still fresh in their minds…



With Jacob’s favoritism of Benjamin 
still ringing in their ears…



With Benjamin’s ‘theft’ of this cup…



And now, with the 10 free to return home…



What will the brothers do?



Will they abandon Benjamin just 
as they abandoned Joseph 22 years ago? 



At this point, 
let’s allow the story to overtake us…



Genesis 44:18

Then Judah went up to him and said: 
“Pardon me, my lord, let me speak a word to 

my lord. Do not be angry with me, though you 
are equal to Pharaoh himself. 



Judah steps forward, the man who convinced 
the brothers to sell Joseph for silver…



Judah begins 
the longest 

recorded speech 
in the book 

of Genesis…



Genesis 44:19-20

My lord asked his servants, ‘Do you have a father or 
a brother?’ And we answered, ‘We have an aged 
father, and there is a young son born to him in his 
old age. His brother is dead, and he is the only one 
of his mother’s sons left, and his father loves him.’



Genesis 44:21-23

“Then you said to your servants, ‘Bring him down to 
me so I can see him for myself.’ And we said to my 
lord, ‘The boy cannot leave his father; if he leaves 
him, his father will die.’ But you told your servants, 
‘Unless your youngest brother comes down with 

you, you will not see my face again.’



Genesis 44:24-26

When we went back to my father, we told him what 
my lord had said. “Then our father said, ‘Go back 

and buy a little more food.’ But we said, ‘We cannot 
go down. Only if our youngest brother is with us will 

we go. We cannot see the man’s face unless our 
youngest brother is with us.’



Genesis 44:27-29

My father said to us, ‘You know that my wife bore 
me two sons. One of them went away from me, and 
I said, “He has surely been torn to pieces.” And I 
have not seen him since. If you take this one from 
me too and harm comes to him, you will bring my 

gray head down to the grave in misery.’



Genesis 44:30-31

“So now, if the boy is not with us when I go 
back to my father, and if my father, whose life 

is closely bound up with the boy’s life, sees 
that the boy isn’t there, he will die. 

Your servants will bring the gray head of our 
father down to the grave in sorrow. 



Genesis 44:32

I have guaranteed the boy’s safety to 
my father. I said, ‘If I do not bring him 

back to you, I will bear the blame before 
you, my father, all my life!’



Genesis 44:32-34

“Now then, please let me remain here as 
my lord’s slave in place of the boy, and let the 

boy return with his brothers. How can I go 
back to my father if the boy is not with me? 

No! Do not let me see the misery that 
would come on my father.”



As a foreshadowing of Christ, Judah is willing 
to give his life in the place of Benjamin. 



In this moment, 
it is as though time freezes…



And all the mistakes, all the deception 
and all the favoritism of Isaac, Rebekah, 
Laban, Leah, Jacob and the brothers…



Vanish.



One act of selflessness.
One act of surrender.
One act of sacrifice. 



Ends it all. 



Genesis 45:1-2

Then Joseph could no longer control himself before 
all his attendants, and he cried out, “Have everyone 

leave my presence!” So there was no one with 
Joseph when he made himself known to his brothers. 
And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard him, 

and Pharaoh’s household heard about it.



Genesis 45:3

Joseph said to his brothers, 
“I am Joseph! Is my father still living?” But his 
brothers were not able to answer him, because 

they were terrified at his presence.



What will Joseph do? 
Will he forgive or will he punish?



Genesis 45:4-5

Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to 
me.” When they had done so, he said, “I am your 
brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! And 

now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with 
yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save 

lives that God sent me ahead of you.”



Genesis 50:20-21

“You intended to harm me, but God intended 
it for good to accomplish what is now being 

done, the saving of many lives.”



“So then, 
don’t be 
afraid. 

I will provide 
for you 

and your 
children.”



Genesis 45:6-7

For two years now there has been famine in the 
land, and for the next five years there will be no 
plowing and reaping. But God sent me ahead of 
you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and 

to save your lives by a great deliverance.



Joseph’s trust in the Lord and his faith 
in the sovereign goodness of God, 

as determined in His divine providence, 
has empowered Joseph to forgive. 



Genesis 45:8-9

So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. 
He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire 

household and ruler of all Egypt. Now hurry back to 
my father and say to him, ‘This is what your son 
Joseph says: God has made me lord of all Egypt. 

Come down to me; don’t delay. 



Genesis 45:25-26

So they went up out of Egypt and came to 
their father Jacob in the land of Canaan.

They told him, “Joseph is still alive! In fact, he 
is ruler of all Egypt.” Jacob was stunned; 

he did not believe them. 



Genesis 45:27-28

But when they told him everything Joseph had 
said to them, and when he saw the carts Joseph 
had sent to carry him back, the spirit of their 
father Jacob revived. And Israel said, “I’m 

convinced! My son Joseph is still alive. I will go 
and see him before I die.”



Genesis 46:29-30

Joseph had his chariot made ready and went to 
Goshen to meet his father Israel. As soon as 

Joseph appeared before him, he threw his arms 
around his father and wept for a long time. 



Israel said 
to Joseph, 
“Now I am 
ready to die, 
since I have 

seen for myself 
that you are 
still alive.”



Who here wants to be like Joseph? 



We can have the same fruit as Joseph.
Hopeful in suffering.
Diligent in despair.
Pure in temptation.

If we have the same faith as Joseph.



We can have the same fruit as Joseph.
Caring towards criminals.

Faithful in famine. 
Forgiving of family. 

If we have the same faith as Joseph.



We must trust in the Lord and believe
in the sovereign goodness of God; 

as determined in His divine providence.



In doing so...
We will find the strength, the courage 

and the resolve to be life Joseph whether we 
find ourselves in a pit, a prison or a palace. 



JOSEPH


