
The Life of Joseph: Week 5 - Chapter Four: Sold into Slavery     

Part 1: The Crime is Committed (Gen 37:2, 12-24)  
Undoubtedly, Joseph’s previous bad report about them played a ______________________ in their 
desire to ensure that he did not return to their father with a bad _____________________ once again.   
 
The brothers ___________________ near to the scene of their murder spree, at Shechem, to tend flocks. 
 
This is poetically symbolic: signifying that the brothers are the same kind of men now as they were then  
and they are about to commit the same kind of atrocity.  
This is spiritually symbolic: signifying the tendency of human kind to _____________________ their 
mistakes, by returning to the same location time and time again, but expecting different results.  
 
In the same manner that Cain only _____________________ one way to escape from Abel…so could 
these 10 brothers only _____________________ one way to escape from Joseph…murder.  

 
If by the dreams, God had anointed Joseph for a ___________________ -position then, by the plotting 
to kill Joseph, the brothers were putting themselves in a ___________________ -posture against God. 

Gen 37:19-20 is possibly the most ironic and paradoxically ____________________ statements in all of 
literature. By throwing Joseph into the pit, and selling him into slavery, the brother were 
____________________ the very events which would make the dreams come true. By throwing Joseph 
into the pit, and selling him into slavery, the brother were ______________________ themselves to be 
ferocious wild animals, driven only by their base instincts without constraint or regard for human life.    

JOSEPH highlights the complex relationship between the sovereignty of God & the free will of man. 

Reuben developed his own idea to thwart the _________ and rescue Joseph. However, he was unable to 
carry out his strategy. It was as though nothing stop the series of divine events which were unfolding.  

The stripping of the coat is significant for many reasons…  
1st it represented Joseph being stripped of his identity of favorite son of Jacob. 
2nd it represented Joseph being stripped of his prized __________________ as heir-apparent.   
3rd it represented Joseph being stripped of his __________________ position as manager.  
 
All of these things needed to be stripped away if Joseph was to be identified as a ___________________ 
of God, heir of Egypt and manager of Pharaoh. The simple & _______________________ plans of man 
would need to be stripped away if Joseph was to put on the high & holy purposes of God.  
 
The throwing into the pit is significant for many reasons…  
1st it represented Joseph being brought low: into a position of humility 
2nd it represented Joseph being brought alone: into a position of ______________________.  
3rd it represented brought pain: into a position of despair.  
 
All of these things needed to occur if Joseph was to handle the pride of Prime Minister, the scores of 
hungry people flooding the cities and the ability to relate with those desperate for their lives. 

 

Part 2: The Course is Changed (Gen 37:25-36) 
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The free sinful choice of the brothers placed Joseph in the ___________________.  
The sovereign grace of God placed the caravan on the _____________________.  
 
These men were acting freely, led utterly by their ________________________ desire or sinful nature. 
However, none of these choices were outside of the sovereign & omniscient foreknowledge of God…nor 
were they outside his omnipotent ________________________ to uphold his ___________________ to 
spare this family and bring about the Deliverer, despite these free choices.   

The coming out of the pit is significant for many reasons…  
1st it represented Joseph being Joseph being raised up to a new life.  
2nd it represented Joseph being raised up to a divine _____________________.  
3rd it represented Joseph being raised up to carry the sins of the brothers. 

 
Part 3: The Coat is Covered (Gen 37:31-36)  
In an effort to cover their sin, the brothers developed a ruse by killing a goat, shedding its blood and dipping the 

robe into it. This was to convince Jacob that Joseph had been killed. However, this act is eerily familiar.   

This is historically symbolic: signifying that aging Jacob had now been deceived by his sons, in a very  
similar manner in which he had deceived his aging father.   
This is spiritually symbolic: signifying the brother’s fleshly attempt to cover their sin with unknowing 
similarity to a temporary animal blood sacrifice.  
 
The ineffectiveness of this effort is a foreshadowing to the truths in Hebrews 10:3-4   
Only a human for human substitution would cover their sin/make forgiveness ____________________ 
…and that will come when Judah throws himself in the ______________ of Benjamin.  
This is will be a foreshadowing to the truths in Romans 5:6-8 
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Chapter Four: Life Lessons  

#1 We must know our Shechem. Where are we _____________________ to be tempted?  
Where are we prone to give in? Where brings out our worst?    
 
#2 We must not discount our propensity for great sin when a painful past, meets 
_____________________ and _____________________.   
 
#3 When you hit the deep & dry bottom of your well, don’t overlook God’s grace. The empty well was 
the safest _____________________ for Joseph to be.  
 
#4 Don’t forget how _____________________ our choices are. They can alter the course of history. 
Don’t delay like Rueben. Do the right thing when you are able to do so, time is ticking. 
 
#5 Don’t discount what God can do with his almighty-power & infinite-wisdom to work all things 
together for good in your life.   


