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You may be surprised to discover 
that most of our favorite stories 

follow a ‘three act structure’.  



You may be surprised  
to discover that the gospel 

follows a three act structure. 





The gospel will best be told if it is 
told in it’s three act structure.  



Three Act Story Telling 



ACT 1- Set up 

The  
point  
Of no  

return 



ACT 2 - CONFLICT 

Major 
Plot 
twist 



ACT 2 - CONFLICT 

All  
Hope  

Is lost 



ACT 3 - RESOLUTION 

All  
Is well 



ACT 3 - RESOLUTION 



ACT 3 - RESOLUTION 

All  
Is well 



SUSPENSE 



If the audience is to stay 
interested, any good story  
needs a suspenseful delay  

before the ultimate conclusion  
of the story! 



One of the most famous  
Act 3 Suspense delays of all time 

occurred at the end of  
Stars Wars:  

The Empire strikes back… 



Han solo had been  
frozen solid in carbonite,  

Luke Skywalker lost his hand  
and Darth Vader had just told 
Luke that he was his father… 



The audience in 1980  
then had to wait  

a whole 3 years until  
the next movie was released  
in 1983 to get the wrap up.  



The Act 3 Suspenseful delay  
of our story occurs when  

God’s son remains  
in the tomb for 3 days.  



 Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the 
body  

of Jesus…With Pilate’s permission, he came  
and took the body away. Taking Jesus’ body, 

they wrapped it, with the spices, in strips  
of linen. This was in accordance with  

Jewish burial customs. John 19:38, 40 
 



At the place where Jesus was crucified, 
there was a garden, and in the garden a 

new tomb, in which no one had ever been 
laid…since the tomb was nearby, they laid 

Jesus there.  
John 19:41-42 

 



Imagine the dismay  
and the fear of those who  

had believed that Jesus was  
the long awaited messiah! 



This delay must have felt  
like an eternity… 

especially since they  
didn’t know a happy ending  

was soon on its way!  



On the evening of that first day of the week, 
when the disciples were together, with the  

doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders… 
They were crying because of much sorrow.  

John 20:19, Mark 16:10 
 



The disciples were found  
huddled together in fear for 

their lives…trying to make sense  
of everything that had just 

happened. 



We can’t imagine  
their disappointment  

during this time.  



Remember they are living in the 
‘all hope is lost’ stage…  



This stage of the story means that 
the fate of the protagonist is 

truly in the balance, and the odds 
are greatly against them of 

surviving this ordeal.  



The hero has apparently failed, 
evil has won, the enemy is 
beginning to celebrate… 

the protagonist has nowhere to 
run and hide.  



Thankfully, that’s not where  
this story ends…. 



Climax 3 



Up until this point in human 
history there had been only  

6 accounts of someone being 
raised from the dead… 



3 of those occurred during  
the time of Elijah and Elisha,  

some 850 years before Christ.  



The other 3 were performed  
by Jesus during his ministry.  



In the 4,000 some years before 
Christ, God had only raised 

someone from the dead 3 times.  



Meaning,  
a resurrection occurred  

on average once every  
1,333 years…  

and the prophets who  
performed those were  

Now with God…  



The only other person to raise 
someone from the dead was now 

dead himself, buried behind a 
large stone, guarded by soldiers. 



Needless to say,  
the disciples were not  

anticipating Jesus being raised  
from the dead…although he had  

told them that he would.  
(Matt 16:21, Mark 8:31)  



The climax of Act 3 of our  
story occurs when god raises  

his son from the dead!  



There was a violent earthquake,  
for an angel of the Lord came down from 

heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back 
the stone and sat on it. His appearance was 
like lightning, and his clothes were white as 

snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him 
that they shook and became like dead men. 

 Matthew 28:2-4 
 



The Day of Rest was over.  
Mary Magdalene and the mother of  
James, and Salome bought spices.  

They wanted to put the spices on Jesus’ 
body. Very early in the morning on the first  
day of the week, they came to the grave.  

 Mark 16:1-2 
 



 They said to themselves,  
“Who will roll the stone away  

from the door of the grave for us?”  
But when they looked, they saw the  

very large stone had been rolled away.  
They went into the grave. There they saw a  
young man with a long white coat sitting on  

the right side. They were afraid.  
Mark 16:3-5 

 



He said, “Do not be afraid.  
You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth  

Who was nailed to a cross.  
He is risen! He is not here!  

See, here is the place where they laid Him.  
Go and tell His followers…   

 Mark 16:6-7 
 



She went and told His followers.  
They were crying because of much sorrow.  

 But they did not believe her when  
she said she had seen Him alive. 

 Mark 16:10-11 
 



Later He was seen by the eleven followers 
as they were eating. He spoke to them with 
sharp words because they did not believe 

and their hearts were hard. And they did not 
believe the others who had seen Him since 

He had been raised from the dead. 
 Mark 16:14 

 



What an incredible  
turn of events!  

Herod & Pilate did not win,  
Death did not win &  
Satan did not win… 



Our hero defeated death  
and came back to life,  

prepared to make his enemies  
his footstool! (Heb 10:13) 



Jesus then appeared  
to the disciples and  

500 other followers.  
(1 Cor 15:6) 



During this time  
he began to explain to them  

the meaning of all  
that had happened.  



Wrap up 



The more complex a story the 
more important that the author 
provides a wrap up in the form  

of clarifying flashbacks or 
statements explaining the 

meaning of it all.  



Our story is one of the more 
complex and the most important 

ever told…therefore the  
wrap up is critical.  



Over the period of 40 days after  
his resurrection Jesus began  

explaining the meaning of  
all that had happened. This 

explanation would be continued 
further by Peter & Paul.   



And beginning with Moses and all  
the Prophets, he explained to them 
what was said in all the Scriptures 

concerning himself. 
Luke 24:27 

 



After his suffering, he presented  
himself to them and gave many 

convincing proofs that he was alive.  
He appeared to them over a period of 

forty days and spoke about the 
kingdom  

of God. Acts 1:3 
 



During this wrap up we  
learn many important truths…  

Some of the most important are… 



(1) Jesus is god’s one and only  
son and is indeed the promised 
deliverer. he came to earth to  
save all those who are willing  

to believe in him, from the 
punishment of their sins.  



(2) Jesus was perfect, fulfilling 
the law in everyway, living the  

life which we should have lived, 
yet could never live.  



(3) Jesus died the death we  
should have died and he took  

the punishment which we  
deserved, for our sins,  

upon himself on the cross.  



(4) By his blood,  
he made a permanent payment  

for our sins. 



(5) This payment for sin is applied 
to our account before God by 

believing what God has said 
concerning his son & his work  

on the cross.   



(6) For those who believe;  
God promises to forgive them  

of their sins, cancels their  
death-debt and considers them 
righteous in his sight, by giving 

them the righteousness  
of his son.  



(7) For those who believe;  
God sends his holy spirit, the 3rd 

member of the divine-trinity to 
indwell, empower & guide the 

believer. The spirit also serves as a 
display of God’s guarantee of our 

future inheritance as his own 
children.  



(8) By raising his son from the dead, 
God approved the payment made on 

our behalf and by that he also 
promises to raise unto eternal life 
all those who believe - either from  
the dead or when Christ returns.  



Depending on if you are sharing 
the lengthy version or the 

shorter version of the story…  
More wrap up may be needed.  



The more detailed you explained 
the two obstacles of  

(1) being unable to keep the law 
and (2) being unable to provide a 

permanent acceptable blood 
sacrifice… 



The more detailed you should 
explain how Christ became our 

permanent lamb/blood sacrifice 
and the more detail needed in 

explaining his imputed 
righteousness to all who believe.  



A word of caution, start small, 
with the big picture in mind and 

always ask yourself the 
question… 



How much of this did I truly know/
understand upon my first belief…
and how much did I learn slowly 

over time, later?  



When you look back, likely it was 
the story of sinner-savior that 

caught your attention and not all 
the proper theology/doctrine.  



Focus on telling the story.  
And trust the Lord to work over 

time & help with the details.  


