The War Within: Week 1, Love 
This will be a class on the ongoing __________________ in our minds & lives __________________ the Spirit of God and our human nature, aka the flesh.

The goal of our time is real life impact. Our goal is not to simply _____________________ and know a few more things about love, patience, envy and anger. But rather, that we might ___________________ ways to be more loving, patient and less envious or angry.  

LOVE - But the fruit of the Spirit is love…Galatians 5:22
INTERPRET 

ἀγάπη – agape: Loving kindness, Benevolence, Good will towards, Esteem 
To_____________________
-To value highly or more highly. 

-To _____________________ or advance. 

-To _____________________ in front of.
…having the same love, being united in spirit and purpose. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or empty pride, but in humility consider others more important than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. Philippians 2:2-4
To Prefer: 
-To value __________________ else highly or more highly than ____________. 

-To promote or advance _____________________ else (their desires, interests, needs) ahead of ____________.
-To place the desires, interests, needs, well-being etc. 

of ______________________ else in front of ____________.
ILLUSTRATE 
See Ephesians 5:2 & Philippians 2:5-8 
At the cross: 

-Jesus valued the will of God and the salvation of people over any harm or _________________ to self. 

-Jesus promoted & advanced the will of God and the well-being of people over any self-agenda, self-___________________ or self-desire.

-Jesus placed the desires of God and the need & well-being of humanity in front of his own.

INVOKE 
Who is the greatest, most important, most beautiful, most powerful being in all the universe? What is the greatest, most important, most beautiful, most powerful thing that being has ever done? (Phil 2:9-10) 
What is the greatest, most important, most beautiful, most powerful thing that a human being can do? What do you suppose God will do for those who walked in the way of love, just as Christ did for us and gave himself up for us (Eph 5:2)? 

IMPLEMENT 
Remember the _____________________. 
Our goal is not to love our _________________ a little bit better than our neighbor displays love towards their spouse. Our goal is to love as Christ loved. (Phil 2:5) 
Review how Jesus loved the ____________________.
Read through the gospels, looking specifically for how Jesus interacted with the _________________ _________________ in society. Ask God to help you love like that! 
Pause, and ask yourself, what would loving this person like Jesus loves look like?
Practice being _________________.
Go to the end of the _________________. This will _____________________ your ‘being last’ and ‘putting others first’ muscle. Routinely being last/loving in _____________________ things, will better prepare us to be last/loving when it requires great _____________________ and suffering.  

____________________ needs & _________________.

What does your spouse/child/co-worker/neighbor/enemy need? What do they desire? 

Help them _________________ those things ____________ of you accomplishing your desires.

Track your joy.
After putting someone else’s needs first, even at a cost to self…track your joy. Take a moment to ask yourself how you feel about it…After putting yourself first, even at the cost of someone else…track your joy. Take a moment to ask yourself how you feel about it…Likely, you will have more joy living in ‘the way of love’.  See Isaiah 53:11, Hebrew 12:1-2, Acts 20:35

Personal Notes: 
