The Commands of Christ: Make Disciples    
What was said? 

“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” Matt 4:19 
“Go and make disciples…teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” Matt 28:19-20
Can the blind lead the blind? Will they not both fall into a pit? The student is not above the teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like their teacher. Luke 6:39-40
Was it repeated? 

Instruct the wise and they will be wiser still; teach the righteous and they will add to their learning. Prov 9:9
They preached the gospel to that city and made many disciples. Acts 14:21

And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to teach others. 2 Tim 2:2
So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip 

his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up…Eph 4:11-12
These older women must train the younger women…Titus 2:4

What does it mean? 

Discipleship is one of the _____________________ goals of the church and the _____________________ task given to us by Jesus. 
If we are supposed to ‘make disciples’ we have to know… 

(1) _____________________ a disciple is and (2)  _____________________ one is made.

Let’s see if we can develop a simple definition of ‘a disciple’ & ‘discipleship’.
Three key phrases in Matthew 28:19-20 & John 15:8-10
(1) “make disciples” – Disciple: mathétés; a learner, a pupil, a ______________________… 

(2) “to observe” – Observe: téreó;  to _____________, to guard, to observe, to heed, to maintain
(3) “I have commanded” – Commanded: entellomai; orders, commands, ____________________
A Disciple: is a follower of Christ who is careful to observe and keep the commands of Christ and the instructions he gave.

Discipleship: is helping someone follow Christ, by ____________________them into understanding and ____________________in observance of the commands of Christ and the instructions he gave.

Three key phrases in Ephesians 4:11-23

(1) “equip the saints” – Equip: mathétés; Bring to fitness, ______________________, perfect

(2) “knowledge of the Son” – Knowledge: epignósis;  real knowledge, _________ understanding 
(3) “measure of the stature” – Stature: teleios; full grown, complete, perfected in character 
A Disciple: is a follower of Christ who has been taught and ____________________with the knowledge of Christ…and is becoming closer & closer to a measure of fullness in ____________________to Christ. 
Discipleship: is the process of equipping believers with the true knowledge of what Christ has commanded and helping them __________________into developed and obedient followers of him. 
“A disciple of Jesus is a Christian who ___________________________ desires to be like Jesus, who ___________________________ prioritizes their life to accomplish this, and who, therefore, constantly and efficiently grows in conformity to Christ’ likeness, seeking to obey all that Jesus commanded.” Bob Gilliam
“Discipleship is…that I might take on his [Jesus’] ___________________________. As his disciple, I am learning from him how to live my life…as he would if he were I. The natural outcome is that my behavior is ___________________________. Increasingly, I routinely and easily do the things he said and did.” Dallas Willard 
“A disciple is a person-in-___________________________ who is eager to learn and apply the truths that Jesus Christ teaches him, which will result in ever-deepening commitments to a Christ like lifestyle.” Christopher Adsit
“Making a disciple is ___________________________ other believers grow in to more and more maturity. It is ___________________________ Christians how to think and feel and act as a Christian. It is a very long process. It is a lifetime process…teaching them to obey all that Jesus said.” John Piper 
A Disciple: is a Christian who increasingly desires to be like Jesus and therefore prioritizes their life according to his will; by obedience to his commands, love of his Father, submission to his Spirit and conformity to his likeness.

What should I do?  
1. We must ____________________________ that ‘making disciples’ is the primary task of the church entrusted to us by Christ. 

2. We must _____________________ that ‘making disciples’ has not been the primary task of our churches, our ministries…our lives.

3. We must _____________________ making intentional efforts to put ‘making disciples’ at the top of our priority list. 

4. We must _____________________ God’s method for ‘making disciples’ and not our own.

5. We must _____________________ God for his wisdom, power and mercy as we try to obey him in the realm of ‘making disciples’. 

6. We must be _____________________ to see the goal all the way to completion. Disciplemaking is difficult…it will take a lot of time, effort and commitment. 

7. We must _____________________ that God wants each of us to be involved in process. This isn’t only for the church leaders. 

8. We must always be a _____________________. 

9. We must always be ____________________________. 

10. Find someone to start nudging. 
Personal Notes: 
