The Commands of Christ: Let Your Yes Be Yes! 
What was said? 

You have also heard that our ancestors were told, ‘You must not break your vows; you must carry out the vows you make to the Lord.’ Matt 5:33
Just say a simple, ‘Yes, I will,’ or ‘No, I won’t.’ Anything beyond this is from the evil one.  Matt 5:37
Was it repeated? 

If a man vows a vow to the Lord, or swears an oath to bind himself by a pledge, he shall not break his word. He shall do according to all that proceeds out of his mouth. Num 30:2
When you make a vow to God, do not delay in fulfilling it, because He takes no pleasure in fools. Fulfill your vow. Eccl 5:4
It is a trap for a man to commit to something rashly only later to reconsider his vows. Prov 20:25
Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to your neighbor, for we are all members of one body. Eph 4:25
What does it mean? 
Say what you mean & mean what you say. Be straightforward & truthful. 
Keep your word. Follow through. 
We mean the practice by which we attempt to be as honest, truthful and ______________________ about everything that we say or imply. This also includes not exaggerating or knowingly altering details as well as not over promising/committing. 
It means ______________________ through on your word, your commitments and promises; whether direct or implied. We mean the practice of being ______________________ reliable and true to our word. 

This ‘command’ has everything to do with ‘The Truth’ (John 18:37)
Jesus believed that the truth is ______________________. Jesus taught that the truth is ______________________. Jesus modeled that the truth takes ______________________.
Jesus believed that truthfulness, trustworthiness, honesty & integrity towards your word and your commitments is ‘God-like’. (John 8:45-47) This ‘command’ is God’s desire that Jesus’ followers take the truth just as seriously…in all that they say, imply & do. 

This ‘command’ has everything to do with what is not ‘The Truth’ (John 8:44) 

Jesus believed that lies, falsehoods, misrepresentations, deceptions, carelessness towards your word and your commitments is ‘devil-like’. This ‘command’ is God’s desire that Jesus’ followers take fallacies just as seriously…in all that they say, imply & do.

3 Main Areas of Honesty 

1. Living the truth in reality. (Luke 11:42, Matt 23:27-28, 2 Cor 4:2)
Jesus had a big problem with hypocrisy. He had a problem with anyone who claimed to love God, love the truth etc. on the inside but didn’t ______________________ it on the outside. Part of letting your yes be yes…means living out, in reality, the truths of God’s word which we cherish and believe mentally/internally. 

2. Speaking honestly. (Matt 5:37, John 12:49) 
Speaking the truth is very important to Jesus. As far as he seemed to be concerned you should only speak the truth or what you know to be the truth about something at that time and not add/alter. There is no room for ____________________________, fallacies, manipulations for ______________________ gain etc. We only speak what we know to be true and we do not either deliberately or carelessly led someone to believe a falsehood etc.   

3. Behaving faithfully. 

By behaving faithfully we mean, ____________________ what we say we will ______________ or what we may have implied. We should be faithful to our word. We should follow-through on our promises and commitments. 
What should I do? 
Be your_____________________ self. 

Follow through on what you say you’ll do.

If you _______________ that you’ll do something, be somewhere etc. do it. Follow through on the commitments you make or _______________ you’ll do. 

Don’t over __________________________ or over commit.  

Be aware of expectations and ___________________________ commitments.
Put yourself in the other person’s shoes. How will they __________________ what you say? What ___________________ will they get if phrased that way? Will they get their hopes up? 
Be clear about limitations.

Don’t ___________________ the social game.

There is a social game going on that when you are in __________________ or with certain __________________ you must be a certain kind of person/behave a certain way. There is a great temptation to __________________ things about yourself that simply aren’t true in an attempt to fit in or not strange etc. Don’t fall into this trap. Be confident in who God made you to be and what he says about you, and the specific ‘______________________’ he has given you in life currently. 
Don’t lie, exaggerate or knowingly lead someone to believe a falsehood.
Don’t knowingly attempt to alter or adjust facts or events to either __________________ yourself or advance yourself.
