The Commands of Christ: Love Your Enemies & Pray for Persecutors       
What was said? 

I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you. Matt 5:44
Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you. Luke 6:27 
Bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. Luke 6:28
Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing." Luke 23:34
Was it repeated? 

If your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat and if he is thirsty, give him water to drink. Prov 25:21
If you come across your enemy’s ox or donkey wandering off, be sure to return it. Ex 23:4

Bless those who persecute you. Bless and do not curse. Rom 12:14
As much as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. Do not take revenge. Rom 12:18-19a
Always pursue what is good for one another and for all people. 1 Thess 5:15
What does it mean? 
In order to embrace the many _______________ that we can love & pray for our enemies, 

we must understand the reasons _________________.
Reason #1 
We should love & pray for our enemies because we will be displaying the character & ________________________ of God to the on looking world. (See Matt 5:44-45)
We know that a major part of the Christian life is being ________________________ into the image of Christ…in whom the fullness of God dwelt…And a major part being conformed into the image of Christ…is treating our enemies in ________________________ with the way that God treated His enemies. (See Eph 5:1-3, Rom 5:10) 
Reason #2
We should love & pray for our enemies because God says it is commendable and He has promised to greatly _______________________ those who do. (See 1 Pet 2: 18-20, 4:14)
We should love & pray for our enemies because there is great reward in heaven for the type of kindness which cannot be rewarded or _______________________ in this life. If we only love those who are lovely, we are seeking limited/temporary reward and ‘taking ________________ from the eternal, weighty reward that God would give in the future. (Matt 6:2-4, Lk 6:33) 
Reason #3
We should love & pray for our enemies because God has promised to punish and ______________________ all evil & injustice done during this lifetime. (See Rom 2:6-8, 12:19, 1 Pet 4:12 & 17,) 
If we seek vengeance now not only are we usurping the authority of God…But there is also a type of punishment ____________________________ for eternity which cannot be paid during this life time. And if we seek payment in this lifetime/pursue limited vengeance we are ‘taking room’ from the more severe judgment of God in the next lifetime. 

Reason #4
We should love & pray for our enemies because the true way to annoy/get under the skin of an enemy is by being _______________________. (See Romans 12:20-21, Prov 25:22)
The true way to win them over is through kindness. No one will be won over through being _______________________. (Prov 15:1, 18) 
What should I do? 
1. We must realize that our treatment of our ______________________ is very important to God. 
2. We must remember that Jesus’ ______________________ is the standard. 
3. We must take the ______________________. 
4. ______________________ is not the goal…obedience is.
a. It would be wonderful if the relationship could be fixed. However, the goal is to be obedience to the Word of God and to love & pray, ______________________ of the outcome. 
5. We must ______________________ the reward. 
a. The Maker of heaven and earth says that showing love & kindness to our enemies is commendable and that He will ______________________ it…therefore it is worth it!
6. We must start _____________________. 
7. We must be _____________________ in our desire to obey this command. Our enemy & ‘the enemy’ will likely give us every reason to quit.  

