The Commands of Christ: Take Up Your Cross & Follow Me 
What was said? 

“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. Whoever wants to save their life will lose it…whoever loses their life for me will find it." Matt 16:24-25
“Whoever does not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy of me.” Matt 10:38 
“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” Mark 1:17
Was it repeated? 
“You shall follow the LORD your God …and you shall keep His commandments…” Deut 13:4
“Lord, show me your ways. Teach me how to follow you.” Ps 25:4
“When a person's steps follow the Lord, God is pleased with his ways.” Ps 37:23
“Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.” 1 Cor 11:1
What does it mean? 
The command to follow Jesus means that everyone should join him in what he came to do. 
1. To Obey the Father. 
The 1st thing that Jesus came to do was to ___________________ a life of full ___________________ to God. (See Jhn 5:19 & 30, 6:38, 12:49, Matt 26:39) 

The 1st way that we follow Jesus is by following his example of total ___________________ to God’s will. Following Jesus means gladly allowing God’s will & desires to become our will & desires. The one who is following Jesus wants to do what God ___________________. They have a desire to obey his ___________________, to grow in holiness and to begin to see everything the way God sees it. 

What should I do? 

1. We must ______________________ our attitudes, actions, desires & choices through the word of God and the life of Christ. 2. We must begin to see each moment in our life as an opportunity to express obedience to God. 3. We must see obedience to Christ as ultimately rewarding and as _______________________ our highest purpose for being. 

2. To Seek & Save the Lost. 

The 2nd thing that Jesus came to do was to save repentant ___________________ from their _________________, through the preaching of the truth.  (See Lk 5:32, 19:10, Jhn 3:17, 1 Tim 1:15) 
The 2nd way that we follow Jesus is by ___________________ the gospel with any and all people that we come into contact with through evangelism. 

Following Jesus means gladly & willfully allowing God’s ___________________ for the lost to become our ___________________.  The one who is following Jesus wants to reach the lost around them with the gospel. They can help but ___________________ the gospel message to all that they come in contact with. 
What should I do? 

1. We must befriend the lost. If we are to ____________ them we must be ____________ them. 
2. We must genuinely love & care for those who don’t know the truth. 3. We must be _________________ with the salvation story, so that it readily ________________ into any and all situations that we find ourselves in. 
3. To Give His Life as a Ransom.

The 3rd thing that Jesus came to do was ___________________ even to the point of death, in order to ___________________ others. (See Matt 20:28, Titus 2:14, Heb 9:28, Eph 5:1, Phil 2:8) 
The 3rd way that we follow Jesus is by ____________________ others, even at great risk to ourselves, in order that they might be ____________________. Following Jesus means gladly & willfully becoming a servant of others. The follower of Jesus lays down their own ____________________ in order to make others ____________________ of the truth.

The one who is following Jesus realizes that they are no longer their own and they were bought with a price. And they want to serve in the ____________________ way that Jesus did. 

What should I do? 

1. We must be willing to take on risk and discomfort. Nothing great ever came out of comfort zones. 2. We must truly believe that it is more ‘blessed to serve than to be served’.  3. We must do the little we can do…before we will be entrusted to do the much we can’t do. 
4. To Reach all the Nations. 
The 4th thing that Jesus came to do was to ______________________ the final push to reach the nations through the great ______________________. (See Isa 43:6-9, Gen 49:10, Matt 28:19) 
The 4th way that we follow Jesus is by taking the message of the gospel 

to ____________________ ____________________ group through missions efforts. Following Jesus means gladly & willfully ______________________ the mission that he left us with when he returned to the Father…the mission to ______________________ people from every ethnic group. The one who is following Jesus realizes that God has a goal of reaching every tribe, tongue and nation with the gospel…and they eagerly ______________________ to that end. 

What should I do? 

1. We must realize that God has had a plan from the ______________________ to have image ______________________ from every corner of the world. 2. We must ______________________ the many ways that we can be involved in sending.3. We must see obedience to the great commission and the cause of Christ as far more rewarding & satisfying than the reward of living for self. 
