The Commands of Christ: Obey My Word   
The process by which the believer makes the effort to ______________________ hear and accept the Word of God and ____________________ to obey; by doing the will of the Father.  
What was said? 

“If you obey my teaching, you are really my disciples.” John 8:31

“Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you.” Matt 28:20

“If you love me, keep my commands.” John 14:15
“Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it.” Luke 11:28
(See also; Matt 12:50, John 14:15, 21, 15:4, 10, 14, Luke 8:8, Mark 7:14)
Was it repeated? 

Love the Lord your God and keep his requirements, his decrees, his commands always. Deut 11:1
“Happy are those who obey the Lord, who live by his commands.” Ps 128:1
“…we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.” 2 Cor 10:5
“Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.” James 1:22
What does it mean? 

Time and time again the ‘process of obedience’ seems to involve three stages.

Attend. 
The believer attends to the Word of God by attentively _______________________ to the instruction of the Lord and _______________________ what the Lord’s will and desires are.

Accept. 
The believer accepts the Word of God by believing what it says and _______________________ it over their own ideas and worldview. The believer finds the instruction of God as more valuable than the guidance of the _______________________. 

Action. 
The believer acts in line with Word of God by gladly _______________________ what it says about ____________________ and all topics in their life. The believer desires to live more and more as closely as possible to the Word of God. 

Study. 
The believer studies the Word of God by _______________________ _______________________ the Word of God and listening to other teachings on the instructions of the Lord. 

Savor. 
The believer savors the Word of God by trusting that what it says is not only true & real, but also that its guidance is in the _____________________ interest of the _______________________. 

Submit. 
The believer submits to the Word of God by gladly _______________________ ____________ things in their life with the direction of God. 
Obedience as a river…When the believer is living obediently it is though their heart, mind, ____________________ and ____________________ are flowing within the banks of the Word of God.  Where the Word of God turns the heart, mind, attitudes and actions ____________________. Where the Word of God bends and turns the believer ____________ along. (Prov 21:1) 

Obedience as a compass…When the believer is living obediently it is though their heart, mind, attitudes and actions are aimed outward towards ____________________ north (God’s Word).  With each step they take, they want to continue to walk ____________________ the goal. When they step a little to the East or the West, they quickly ________________ back to the North. (Ps 119:05) 

Obedience as a sieve…When the believer is living obediently it is though their heart, mind, attitudes and actions are filtered through the Word of God and the desires of the Lord like a ____________________. What remains once it has passed through the ____________________ of the Word of God is what they allow into their life. What was blocked by the ____________________ is quickly discarded. (Phil 4:8) 

Obedience as a car…When the believer is living obediently it is though their heart, mind, attitudes and actions are under the control of the power of someone else who is  ____________________ their movements. The believer gladly and willfully submits their ____________________ to drive, to turn, break and speed to the ____________________ of the Lord who is over them…because they believe in the goodness of the divine driver.  (2 Cor 10:5) 

Obedience as parallel lines…When the believer is living obediently it is though their heart, mind, attitudes and actions are in line with the design and direction of the life-giver.  The believer understands that the Word of God is a straight line of ____________________ truth ________________________ out in front of us…and they desire to walk as closely in line with that as possible. (Ps 119:9-10) 
What should I do? 

1. We can only follow what we know.
If we are to obey the Word of God, we must know and __________________ the Word of God. 

2. We will follow what we believe will reward the most. 
What we _____________________ to do hinges on what we believe will reward the most.  

3. We must slow down. 
Sin is what we do when we are impatient, act on impulse and fail to ___________________the Lord. 

4. We must be future oriented
The reward for sinning is often immediate…and the reward for obedience is often long-term. 
5. We must be ______________________ cultural. 
It is going to be hard to obey God and do & have what everyone else is doing & having!

6. We must ask God for help.
If left to ourselves, we will desire sin more than righteousness. 
7. We must listen to the Holy Spirit.  
The Holy Spirit indwells those who believe and He will never fail to remind us of the truth, to guide us into the truth and _____________________ us of the truth…we must listen to Him.
