The Commands of Christ: Love Me & Love the Lord Your God  
What was said? 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul and with all your mind. Matt 22:37
Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me…Matt 10:37
If God were your Father, you would love me, for I have come here from God. John 8:42
Whoever loves me will keep my word. John 14:23
Was it repeated? 
Israel, what does the Lord your God ask of you but to fear the Lord your God…to walk in obedience to him, and to love him…Deut 10:12
Love the Lord your God and keep his requirements, his decrees, his commands always. Deut 11:1
The Lord your God is testing you to find out whether you love him with all your heart…Deut 13:1
What does it mean? 
Before we can know what it means to Love the Lord…we must get a definition of Biblical love.
ἀγαπάω agapaó, agape: The word has four main meanings/uses.
To take pleasure in:
The 1st meaning of the word love is to take _____________________ and ___________________ pleasure in someone or something.
That is; when you think of that person/thing or activity, when you spend time with that person/thing,

or when you consider what that person/thing truly means to you…you find great joy, happiness, pleasure & satisfaction welling up within yourself.  

You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. Psalm 16:11
How might it show in our lives, that we genuinely take pleasure in the Lord? How might it show that we do not take pleasure in the Lord? Or that we take pleasure in something else more?   
To long for:

The 2nd meaning of the word love is very similar, it could be the flip side of taking pleasure in. 

That is; when you are _____________________ from a person/thing or activity, or you have limited _____________________ to those things that you “love”…you find yourself longing for more and wanting to be _____________________ to return to enjoy them _____________________. 
O God, you are my God; I earnestly search for you. My soul thirsts for you; my whole body longs for you in this parched and weary land where there is no water. Psalm 63:1 (See Psalm 84:2)
How might it show in our lives, that we genuinely long for the Lord?  How might it show that we do not long for the Lord? Or that we long for something else more?   
To prefer:

The 3rd meaning of the word love means; if given all ______________________ choices, your ______________________ above all is the one you love, the one you long for.   
That is; if you were able to choose to do any activity, biking, hiking, sleeping etc. The activity that you would choose, is the one you prefer…likely because it pleases you more than the rest. 

One thing I ask from the Lord, this only do I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze on the beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his temple. Psalm 27:4
How might it show in our lives, if we genuinely prefer the Lord? How might it show that we do not prefer the Lord? Or that we prefer something else more?   
To esteem:

The 4th meaning of the word love means to have a genuine esteem towards and high regard for. 

That is; Because of the inherent value ______________________ someone or something or the value that you find within that person or thing…you gladly, willfully ascribe great value, awe, respect and ______________________ to that person or thing.  

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness. Psalm 29:2
How might it show in our lives, if we genuinely esteem the Lord? How might it show that we do not esteem the Lord? Or that we esteem something else more?   

What should I do? 

1. We must ________________________ that love is very important in all relationships.  

All healthy relationships ___________________ on a __________________ & healthy love.
2. We must get to know who we _____________________ to love. 
It is difficult to love someone that we don’t know…
3. We must ___________________ the Lord to help us in love the way we should.
4. We must be ______________________ with our time, money & emotions etc.

Our time, money, emotions ___________________ to flow in the direct of the things which we ____________________ ‘take the most pleasure in’.
5. Ensure that your time, money & emotions _______________________ your true love.
6. We must love God according to God’s love ________________________. 

We each have a way that we prefer to be shown love…for some it is words of affirmation, for others it is quality time…For the Lord, obedience to His _______________________ shows Him that we do _______________________ esteem and value Him.  
7. Our love must _______________________.

We tend to bring others into an encounter with the things that we love. We tell them all about our kids, we take them to our favorite restaurant, and we tell them about a movie we just saw…
