The Attributes of God: Week 10, Father & Friend      

The concept of God being our Father is fundamental to our faith. This concept is so common that we hardly give it a second thought. Hopefully today, we will be challenged to reconsider the significance of being able to call God, Father. 
In all existing books of the Old Testament and all existing books of extra-biblical Jewish writings dating from the beginning of Judaism until the tenth century A.D. there is not a single reference of a Jewish person addressing God directly in the first person as Father.
You can imagine how shocking it was then when Jesus referred to God as His Father.
So shocking the crowds wanted to kill Him for it…See John 5:17-18
The first recorded words of Jesus are…“Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in My Father’s house?” Luke 2:49
Jesus first recorded words, are also the first time recorded that a Jew had referred to God as his/her Father in the first person.
Matthew – Mark – Luke quote Jesus referring to God as Father 65 times.
John quotes Jesus referring to God as Father over 100 times.
#1 There was a time when God could not be ____________________ ‘a Father’.

The Old Testament only has 15 direct references to God as Father. Most of these are God referring to himself as a Father of the nation of Israel as a whole. 
Why so few references? To a large extent, Israel was __________________ from God, separated from Him physically and spiritually.

Israel was so removed from God that when He descended onto Mount Sinai the people had to stay ________________ of the mountain, if they were to touch it they would be put to death.  When God made His dwelling among the people in the tabernacle, He was removed from the presence of the people and a thick __________________ was in place, partitioning the Holy of Holies.   
Essentially during that whole period of time, the people were removed from God and could not go near Him. And practically only one man could get ___________________ to Him or speak with Him. 
For the majority of human history, humanity has largely been unable to relate to God as a personal & intimate Father. 
#2 We have been brought ____________________ to God; 
through Christ we have been adopted into His family.
See: Matt 27:50-51, Heb 10:19-20, Eph 2:13, 1 Jhn 3:2, Rom 8:15
We have been granted the most incredible privilege of all time… 
To be ____________________ as children of God. 

#3 God will ____________________ to be our Father into 
endless eternity. See: Isa 9:6, Rev 21:3-7
For those of us who believe, God will be our Father for ever and ever…without end.  We will be with Him in the most real way, always. His fatherhood will no longer simply be a theology or a future hope, but a very tangible present reality.  
Since we are the children of God now and we will be the children of God forever…(1) Let us relate to God as a Father (2) Let us live as children of God
God also wants us to relate to Him as Friend…
Personal Notes on Genesis 3:8



Personal Notes on Matthew 11:19



Personal Notes on Exodus 33:11

How should God as Father & Friend impact our lives? 
#1 _______________________ with God can only begin when we are reconciled to God through ___________________ in Christ.

#2 We can only become children of God through faith in the _______________________ work of Christ.

#3 Friendship with God requires being _______________________ for it.

#4 Friendship with God requires _______________________ to God.

#5 Friendship with God requires a _______________________ of hospitality towards God and hostility towards the world.

#6 Our most important relationships are _______________________ by time, energy, effort and money.
The Lord should be our most important friend and relationship commitment. 

Because….

(1) He is indeed the most important being in all of the universe. 

(2) He has done more for us than any other being in all 
[bookmark: _GoBack]of the universe. 

(3) We will be with Him for the duration of the universe. 

