The Attributes of God: Week 8, Merciful & gracious     

When we speak of God’s mercy we mean:

1. He is inclined to be _____________________________.
a. In all of His decisions, in all of His ways, God’s nature inclines Him to be compassionate.  
b. God has a disposition and He is quick to show compassion, He is inclined towards mercy.  (Ex 34:6-7, Psalm 25:10a, Psalm 145:8)
2. Something which is ____________________ & will never ____________________. 
a. God’s mercy is not something that starts and stops, comes and goes, depending on His mood. 
b. His mercy is part of His eternal being. His mercy never began to be, but always was, from eternity. 
c. His mercy will never cease. As long as God exists, His mercy exists. Forever His mercy stands. (Lam 3:22, Deut 7:9a) 
3. His general ____________________ for mankind.
a. We mean God’s overarching provision for mankind in general and His care for all of His creation everywhere. (Ps 145:9, Matt 5:45) 
b. Every ounce of goodness that befalls humanity, is mercy. 
4. His general ____________________ for mankind.
a. Whenever God sees pain, suffering, hardship, misery, sadness… He has concern. (Mark 6:34, Matt 9:35b-36, Isa 49:13)
5. His tendency towards _______________________ in punishment. 
a. Most commonly God’s mercy is understood to be His compassion or leniency, when He does not give someone the full consequence that they deserve for their error. (2 Samuel 24:14) 
6.  His unrestrained ability to show ______________________ toward whomever 
He wishes. (Ex 33:19) 
a. The mercy of God is His sovereign freedom to show favor or blessing towards anyone for any reason that He sees fit. 
b. God is under no ______________________ to bestow breath or blessing, property or prosperity to anyone…that He does, is owing to His mercy. 
c. God is under no ______________________ to show mercy equally or impartially.  
There are aspects of grace that are very similar to (and deeper than) mercy…a free, unmerited display of kindness and favor. However, for our time, we will look at the more specific aspect of saving grace.



[bookmark: _GoBack]When we speak of God’s grace we mean: 
1. The __________________ approval of believers in the eyes of God. 
a. Grace is the giving of full & eternal approval. God’s grace towards believers at salvation is what sets the captive _____________ and makes and unworthy acceptable. (Rom 5:1-2) 
2. The eternal __________________ of God towards believers. 
a. Grace is the eternal and absolute free favor of God, displayed in spiritual & eternal blessings. It is what guarantees His full & loving regard towards them __________________. (Jer 32:40) 
3. The absolutely ______________ gift of ______________________ & righteousness at salvation.
a. By definition grace must be free, in order for it to be grace. Unmerited, unable to be earned. (Rom 11:6, Eph 2:8-9) 
Quick Facts about Grace. (See Rom 3:22-24, Eph 1:3-14) 
Grace is being given God’s own righteousness. 
Grace comes through faith in Jesus Christ.
Grace is given only to those who believe.
Grace is needed because of human sinfulness.
Grace is available to all regardless of ethnicity.
Grace is given __________________________, undeservingly. 
Grace comes God and is mediated by Christ.
Grace is about spiritual & eternal realities not physical blessings.
Grace is about being declared holy and blameless by God.
Grace is rooted in the love, pleasure and will of God & aims for the glory of God.
Grace is ____________________ being _____________________________ our sin.
Grace is receiving the _____________________ favor of God.  
Grace through faith in God’s word. 
Grace comes through Christ and is eternally guaranteed by the Holy Spirit.
Grace is something yet to be experienced. It is actually a _______________ hope. 
A present truth…a future reality. 

How should God’s mercy & grace impact our lives? 

#1 The mercy of God should incline us to __________________ mercy.

#2 The mercy of God should make us _____________________ for everything good.

#3 The mercy of God should make us realize how truly undeserving we are. God owes us nothing.

#4 The mercy of God should make us realize how truly ungrateful we can be. God has given us everything.

#5 The grace of God should make us so _____________________ for our salvation- our good standing before God.

#6 We should continue to _____________________ in the knowledge of the grace of God. 

#7 We should _____________________ to _____________________ the knowledge of the grace of God, to all people.

#8 We should _____________________  for _____________________ & hope in the future grace of God, yet to been given to us.

The only life I have left to live is a future life. The past is gone. All the expectations of God are future expectations. All the possibilities of faith, grace and love are future possibilities. And all the power that touches me with help to live in love is a future power. As precious as the bygone blessings of God may be, if He leaves me only with the memory of those, and not with the promise of more, I will be undone. My hope for future goodness and future glory is future grace…
We must fight for faith in future grace. John Piper
