The Attributes of God: Week 5, Good & Loving    

By ‘good’ we do not mean ‘moral goodness’. God is morally perfect. 
However that specific attribute would be; Holiness & Righteousness, next week. 

When we say that God is good we mean:

1. His benevolence towards man: The goodness of God is what inclines Him to be kind, loving, gracious, benevolent and full of goodwill towards mankind. (Ps 145:9, Jam 1:17)

2. God Something that God __________. Divine goodness, as one of God’s attributes, is not something God wants to be, tries to be, decides to be & is more often than not. Being good & loving is something that God is and always will be, by His very nature. (Ps 31:19)

3. Something that is ______________________. He never varies in the _____________________ of His loving-kindness. He has never been kinder than He now is, nor will He ever be less kind. (Ps 107:1)

4. Everything God does is good. God does nothing bad. God does nothing poorly. Everything he does is good, right & proper. (Ps 145:17)
a. Even when God judges the wicked or punishes sin etc. It is good that sin should be ___________________ … it is good that wickedness be _____________________. 
b. It would be bad, immoral in fact, for God not to punish or condemn evil etc.  
c. Even when God chastises or ___________________ a believer on the ___________________ of sanctification… it is very good. 
d. When it appears that 
e. God has done something ‘not good’ it is because we lack the knowledge & wisdom of God to understand why it was indeed good. (See Gen 50:20) 
f. It is good for God to use ___________________ of suffering, pain, loss, disappointment etc. to bring about spiritual, ___________________ gain… this is GOOD. 
g. In fact, if God prevented suffering, pain, loss & disappointment at the forfeiture of eternal spiritual gain…he would cease to be good. 
When we say that God is loving we mean:

1. God is perfectly, fully, instantly everything listed in 1Cor 13:4-8.

2. The _____________________ that God has for mankind. The love of God is what inclines Him to be kind, caring, gracious, benevolent and full of goodwill towards mankind.

3. The _____________________ that God has for mankind. The love of God is what inclines Him to be forgiving, merciful, gracious, longsuffering towards mankind.
4. The _____________________ God has for mankind. The love of God is what inclines Him to be utterly committed to the ‘everlasting welfare’ or ‘ultimate good’ of mankind. 
a. We could talk about how his love is perfect, unconditional, infinite and eternal. However let’s talk about the essence of God’s love…or the aim or the goal of his love.  
b. What makes God’s love, loving? 
True love is seeking the ultimate good for another, regardless of the ____________  to self.
In other words: 
God loves perfectly. Perfect love seeks the absolute best end for others. God is the absolute best end in all the universe. The best end is for every human to glorify him through praise & submission to him. This end is what will bring the most possible joy & satisfaction to each and every person. God’s perfect love for people must aim them to this absolute best end, or it is not true love. 

God is the one being in the universe for whom self-exaltation is the most loving act. In pursuing the creation to exalt the creator, he is pursuing us towards what is the absolute ultimate good and what is ultimately best for us. 

Our definition: 
God loves every person to the best possible end, which is that they come into a growing, God-glorifying relationship with Him…regardless of the cost to himself or the creature. (See Jhn 3:16, 17:3, Rom 5:3, 1 Pet 3:18, Eph 1:4,7,12)

How should God’s goodness & love impact our lives? 

1. The goodness & love of God should make us incredibly thankful. (Ps 107:1) 

2. The goodness & love of God should make us ______________________. Only a good God is ___________________ of praise. (Ps 136:1) 

3. The goodness & love of God should lead me to ___________________ that 
God is truly good & gracious, eager & ready to ____________________. 

4. The goodness & love of God should lead me to turn to him with ___________________...because I know that in him, I will find more goodness, joy & satisfaction than anywhere ________________. (Ps 16:11) 

5. The goodness & love of God should lead us to take our needs to God in _____________________...knowing that no matter what the response may be, we can trust his good _______________________.

6. The goodness & love of God should make us incredibly confident. Nothing ever can or will separate me from the love of God.  (Rom 8:38-39)  

7. The goodness & love of God should convince us that God will ____________________...any debt, from any debtor who humbly turns to him through Christ, as their ____________________.

8. The goodness & love of God should empower us to be good to ___________________...the goodness shown to us should be readily imitated and ______________________.

9. The love of God should enable us to love unconditionally. 

10.  The love of God should enable us our love to be endless & unchanging. 

11.  The love of God should enable our love to be without limit. The love of God should enable me to be relentless in my loving of others.

12. [bookmark: _GoBack] The love of God should purpose my love towards the best end. We should not love our children, spouse & fellow believers towards comfort, ease, blessing and shelter. The goal of our love should be that they know God at all costs. 
