The Epistles of John: Session 8 (2-3 John) 
Our goal today will be to simply summarize the main message & themes from these two very short letters. 
(2:1-2) It appears as though John _________________ the church spread throughout Asia as a woman/mother & her children. 
John is not saying that he is in the _________________ of someone’s actual nieces & nephews and is sending greetings from a literal sister’s children to their Aunt in Asia. John means that he is sending greetings from the ‘sister church’ where he is, and the believers (or children) of that church, greet the children of this other sister church in Asia. 
John says that he truly loves this sister church and her believing children. He adds that it is not only he who loves these believers, but everyone who knows the truth also loves them.
John’s reason for this great mutual affection, over many miles, is owing to…
1. The mutual truth which is _________________ in the believers.
2. Their mutual future hope _________________ in eternity. 
These are two very important truths which result in two foundational principles in Christianity. 
(1) Believers anywhere and everywhere are profoundly united, relationally & spiritually, because of their shared ____________ in _________________ truth.
(2) Believers anywhere and everywhere should be ____________ united, relationally & spiritually, because of their shared eternal future ____________.
Application for us: 
(1) Our deepest, most intimate, _________________ should be with those in the household of God. 
(2) We can and should be able to ___________ to and care for all believers everywhere, ______________ of culture & location.

1st because we share a common worldview based on the truth _________________ in God’s Word.
2nd because we share a _________________ bond with them which _________________ out into eternity.  

(2:4) John says that it makes him very happy to hear that the believers in the sister church are walking in the truth.
In this verse we get the theme of the final two books/chapters of his Epistles: Walking in the truth!

The fact that John says that he is ‘rejoicing’ to hear that ‘some of’ the believers are walking in the truth leads to two principles:

(1) God’s goal is for all believers anywhere and everywhere to be walking in the truth.  
(2) It is possible for some believers to be walking in the truth…while others are not.

What does it mean to walk in the truth?
Simply, it means to walk _________________ to the truth. That is where truth leads we follow. 
God has revealed the truth to us about many, many areas. The truth about how to think, eat, drink, spend, parent, work unto the good of the creature and to the glory of the Creator. 
That is, God has a design & desire for how we should think, eat, drink, spend, parent & work…
To walk in the truth means that we gladly, humbly, thankfully, submissively; think, eat, drink, spend, parent & work in the way that God has designed for thinking, eating, drinking, spending, parenting & working.
The same came be said for everything…attitudes, emotions, property, business, church, money, sex, sexuality…



Simply put walking in the truth is threefold…
(1) We seek to _________________ what God’s desire & _________________ for a particular thing is.
(2) We _____________ that what God says about that thing is not only right & true but __________ for the creature.
(3) We gladly & obediently _____________ our attitudes & _____________ regarding that thing to God’s desire/design.

(2:5) John asks that the church continue to excel in one particular thing… that they love one other.
(2:6) John _________________ the way that we love other people _________________ is by obeying the commands of God.
We tried to explain last week that the _________________ ‘command obeying’ is the best way to love others is because…
True love is doing what is best for anyone and everyone. And the absolute best thing that we can do for anyone at any point is model the instruction & commands of God in the way that we live and guide them into the same way of life.
(2:7) John says that the believers need to be on guard for all types of false teaching and error. Specifically teaching that _________________ either the humanity or the deity of Christ. 
(2:8) John warns that following these false teachers, not following in the commands of Christ and not loving others…will result in loss of _________________. John touches on a crucial concept; that the way that the believer lives is very important and they will _________________ rewards based on their obedience/lifestyle. (See Also: 1 Cor 9:24-27, Phil 3:13-14)
(1) We will be rewarded by God in proportion to our _________________ to _______________ in the truth.
(2) When we ____________ to yield to the Lord and walk in the truth, we _________________ certain future rewards. 

(2:9) John echoes the same concepts that he has repeated time and time again…
That to some degree, our willingness to abide in the truth, that is to walk in the light, according to God’s instruction evidences having truly been born of God. Similarly, to some degree, our unwillingness to abide in the truth, and to not walk in the light, and to ignore God’s instruction suggests the possibility of not having truly been born of God.  
John’s desire is that all of the believers bear the fruit of belief and they abide in the truth.
(3:3-4) John reiterates the great joy that he gets when he hears that fellow believers are walking in the truth.
(3:11) John puts a stamp on his final letter with a _________________ of the same concept that he has been sharing again…
Those who have tasted and seen God, those who are born again and are in the household of God…should seek to live in the light of the truth…____________________ the reality of their salvation in all that they do.
God has no part in evil and neither should those who claim to have been born of God.
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