The Epistles of John: Session 5 (1 John 3) 
John is going to compel us to do specific things and to live a certain kind of way. However, before he explains exactly what it is that we should get busy doing…He gives us two reasons as to why we should do these things.
(3:1-2) The 1st reason that John gives for the specific kind of lifestyle that we should embrace is that: We are God’s children.  
John says that now, __________________, in the present, we are considered to be God’s very own ___________________.
John says that we have a ___________________ ___________________ which is to be called a child of God.
Through the accomplishments of Christ and through belief in the gospel…we have now become the children of God. 
John says that the truth that God loved sinners like us and sent His Son to die for people like us…in order to adopt us as His own children…should lead us to specific action!
(3:2) The 2nd reason that John gives for the specific kind of lifestyle that we should embrace is that: We will be like God.  
John says that one day in the future, we will have an even better ________________ and that is that we will ________________ in the very nature of God Himself.
John says that another reason that we should be motivated to live a specific kind of life is because we have an incredible, future hope. This future hope is that one day we will be like God… that is, we will have _____________ our _____________ nature entirely and we will share in His Glory fully. 
John says that the truth that we will one day be like God Himself, sharing in His glory, inheriting His kingdom…should lead us to specific action!
These are both mind blowing realities: that we are the children of God and that one day we will be like God.
One of the greatest weapons in Satan’s arsenal is to get Christians 
to treat the most mind blowing realities like a mundane peanut butter & jelly sandwich.


What kind of actions should these two realities lead us towards?
1. Personal Sanctification (3:3) 
1st John says that the hopeful children of God should purify themselves. 
(Purify: “To cleanse oneself from pollution.”)

What has so polluted us that we must remove in order to be pure before the Lord?
(1) _____________________ (2) _______________________

The biblical cleansing process usually was twofold and consisted of both: 
(1) the putting off the old garment and washing ones hands/body…
(2) the putting on the new robes and perfumes. 

The process of personal sanctification involves the continual putting off of sin & worldliness
and the putting on of purity & righteousness.
Actions Steps: 
#1 A daily, ongoing, moment by moment prayerful _________________ in step with the Spirit. 
#2 An openness & _________________ to add or remove _________________ the Lord may request.
#3 A friend/confidant who is able to be honest with us and help us see _________________ in our life.

2. Purging of Sin (3:5-6, 8-9)
2nd John says that the hopeful children of God should continually purge sin from their lives. 
There is garbage in our life that needs to be addressed.
    Actions Steps: Take out the trash!
#1 Identify hobbies, ________________, expenditures & comforts that are not God _________________.   
TIP: Many times the habits taking us furthest from the Lord are the ones that are most culturally acceptable and comfortable. These are the most dangerous, because they are hard to spot, painful to remove and the slow leak can easily flood our lives over time.

#2 ________________ in on the most egregious errors and remove them as soon as possible.   
TIP: Many times the void left by removing a bad/sinful habit is simply filled by a lesser evil. Seek to replace the bad/sinful action with a God-centered, Christ-honoring, Spirit-filled one…not just a less worldly one.

#3 ________________ a goal of reviewing your life every week, or month…to track your progress.
TIP: Start to keep a simple/basic journal of your weekly activities. Prayerfully review the log at the end of every week. 


3. Practicing Righteousness (3:7, 10) 
3rd John says that the children of God should find ways to obey the Lord via righteous behavior. 
     Actions Steps: Clothe yourself with Christ!
#1 Get the _____________ of God into your life in some shape or form every day (reading, sermons).
TIP: Redeem time lost in your commute, your chores & your exercising with a stream of godly messages on your phone.  

#2 Pray __________________ ceasing. Continually ask the Lord to help you be able to make the right choices.
TIP: Schedule prayer around things you already do daily…during a shower, before every meal & before every major decision.

#3 Identify the fruits of the Spirit where you may be __________. Ask the Lord, by His Spirit to grow you in those areas. 
TIP: A close friend or spouse is one of the best ways to discover where you are weak. Give them permission to be honest.


4. Properly Loving Others (3: 10-11, 14)
4th John says that the hopeful children of God should find ways to love others properly.
     Actions Steps: Live out God’s love!
#1 Ask God to help you love the way that He loves. Without Him we can do nothing.
TIP: Be specific in your request. Ask God to help you love a specific person, or help you as you go about a particular task today.

#2 Don’t get ___________. Usually the most loving thing we can do is an obvious & simple thing: we just need to do it.
TIP:  Usually the way to love people is obvious; call them, care for them, help them, give to them, support them…
it’s typically not some elaborate thing. 

#3 Start simple. Do the small things __________________ and the harder things will come more easily. 
TIP: Opening the door for others will make it easier to serve them when they are sick. Praying for someone daily will make it much easier to ‘die for them’.


Let’s close by asking God to help us.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Let’s each ask Him to help us notice and remove sin from our lives.
Let’s each ask Him to help us submit to His Spirit when He convicts us. 
Let’s each ask Him to empower us to obey and bear the fruit of righteous behavior.
Let’s each ask Him to help us love everyone that we come in contact with…not just in word, but also in deed.
