The Epistles of John: Session 4 (1 John 2, Part 3) 
(2:5) There is a relational-sphere within which God ‘dwells’ and that sphere is light. The sphere of light in which God dwells is holiness. 
(2:6) God does not leave the sphere of holy light…and those who wish to ___________________ with him, in right fellowship, must be where God is… in the light. When we wander into sin, we have left the light and we have ___________________ over into another relational-sphere, characterized by darkness.
God’s relational, fellowshipping, presence does not follow us into the darkness. He has no part in evil and he _________________ dwell in the darkness which we are in. 
While retaining our sin-nature & human-flesh we will still ___________________ in sin. When we do fall short, while attempting to walk in the light, the Holy Spirit will ___________________ us…
If we admit that His conviction is ________________ …we will be welcomed back into the light…and we are _________________ of all wrong doing. 
However, when the Spirit convicts us, if we _______________ that we were in error and we call his judgement wrong; we will remain in the __________________. 
(2:8, 2:17) John says that the sphere of darkness is passing away…Up until now in our study ‘the darkness’ has been characterized as sin…yet here that sphere of darkness is referred to as the _______________ system and the way that the world thinks & behaves…what the world _______________ and values. 
When we step out of the light and into the darkness, we are stepping into the way the world thinks…we are walking in step with the world and not in step with our heavenly Father.
(2:15-16) John warns not to love the world; or that is the way that the world operates. Or put better; John says…do not put your hope for true joy & satisfaction what the world is hoping in (desiring). 
The way the world operates, through the desires of the flesh & the lust of the eyes, is not __________________ with where God dwells. The ‘relational love’ of God does not __________________ with the way of the world…therefore if you are full of the ways of the world…you are not in the sphere of light.   
Furthermore, if you love the world more than God, or you are happier to be in the sphere of darkness than in the sphere of light…you may need to ______________ yourself. 
(3:6-8) John warns that true believers, wishing to walk in ______________ fellowship with God; do not persist in sin or worldliness. And both are signs that either; fellowship and possibly __________________ have not occurred.
(2:5-6) The true believer wants to walk in the light…they want to be perfected (sanctified)…they want to live near God. The true believer wants to ________________ the incredible ________________ of fellowship with God and the true joy found in his presence. 
(2:28) The true believer wants to be found busy doing the work of the Lord when He returns… not found shamefully in the muck and mire of the world. John says that believers should want to be found __________________ living in the light when Christ returns…Not being unfaithful to their husband and Lord by __________________ around in the darkness…
(See Matt 24:45-51) 

When a believer has erred, and they step out of the light and into sin and worldliness…And when the Holy Spirit convicts them of their error…What would/should motivate them to return into the light?





(2:8, 17) the darkness is passing away and the true light is already shining…And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.
(2:15-16) Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world.

Satan, via the world system, is holding out many different desirable things, which beckon us to believe that real joy, pleasure & satisfaction is to be found in the sphere of darkness.  
(1:4) And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.
(John 15:10-11) If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.

God, through holy fellowship, is holding out His Son and through a right relationship with Him, He calls us to believe that real joy, pleasure & satisfaction is to be found in the sphere of light.  
(Psalm 16:11) You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
 The battle for holiness & fellowship with God is ______________ & lost in the trenches of our hearts & minds and over our __________________ to believe that what God puts forward for our joy is indeed of greater reward than all of what the _____________ holds out as desirous.
The true and lasting motive for turning from the darkness & coming back into the light is believing 
that what is offered in the light is of more value than what is offered by the darkness. 
If not; we will soon be right back in the darkness, because we believe that it offers greater hope, 
greater reward…and what it promises is more desirous than what God promises in the light.

If you believe that what the world offers in the darkness is more to be desired and has a better chance of offering you lasting joy & pleasure...You will regularly fail to listen and yield to the Holy Spirit when he urges you to return to the light
If on the other hand, you believe that what God offers in His presence in the light is more to be desired and has a better chance of offering you lasting joy & pleasure...Then you will more regularly succeed in listening to and yielding to the Holy Spirit when he urges you to return to the light.
(Gen 3:6) When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree (1) was good for food and (2) pleasing to the eye, and also 
(3) desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it.

(1) Eve believed that the fruit would be good for her body (flesh) and would be _________________ for her than the food that God offered. 
(2) Eve believed that the fruit was _________________ and it pleased her more to gaze upon the fruit of sin than the fruit that God offered. 
(3) Eve believed that when she ate of the fruit she would achieve greater wisdom and ________________than if she _________________ in the light of God’s design for food.
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(2:16) For all that is in the world—(1) the desires of the flesh and the (2) desires of the eyes and (3) pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world.
When we sin and when we stay in the darkness it is for the very same reasons… 
(1) We believe in that moment that what the world is offering regarding a need/want/longing will be more ________________to our flesh/body than what God is offering.
(2) We perceive, in our ________________, in that moment that what the world is offering is more lovely to have, to hold, to look upon…than whatever God is offering in its place.  
(3) We believe in our minds that what the world is offering is better ________________to increase the wellness of our ________________of being…by giving us greater advancement or achievement etc.

The lies of sin and darkness come in many shapes and sizes…but their message is always the same: 
If you do this___________… you will have it better than if you do what God has said. If we believe that… 
we will sin. We will remain in the darkness…

