Week 9, 2 Peter Mini-Series: Confirm your calling.
Confirm your calling.
Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling and election. (2 Peter 2:1-10)
10 Foundational Doctrines
(1) Salvation is by God’s grace alone, ___________________ through faith alone in Jesus Christ; by what He ___________________ at Calvary.

(2) At salvation believers are given a standing of ___________________ forgiveness before God; where the guilt & debt of all sins, past, present & future has been ___________________ & removed through Christ. 

(3) At salvation believers are given a standing of ___________________ righteousness before God; where the perfect righteousness of Christ has been imputed to the believer’s ___________________.

(4) At salvation believers are given the Holy Spirit as a deposit of a guarantee of God’s ___________________ to secure & ___________________ them and grant them eternal life. 

(5) All of this was accomplished by God and is ________________ as a free _______________, and is ________________ to those who believe. All of this is guaranteed and irrevocable. 

(6) Though the believer has been given this incredible, irrevocable, eternal standing-righteous position they continue to live in an earthly state - sinful condition.

(7) God’s goal, through His Spirit, is to sanctify the believer day by day while they remain on earth, by ___________________ them more & more to the image of ________________, while they await the day they will finally be with Him.
(8) God’s goal is that this world become the training ground, or the refiner’s fire…where the believers begin to put into ___________________; (a) what they already are ___________________ (b) what they will be forever eternally.

(9) If God’s Word is true; there will be some form of accompanying obedience & gradual life change in the life of the believer while they remain here on earth. 

(10) The believer should be zealous for good deeds, eager to live out their perfect _________________ in their __________________ condition. The believer should desire to reflect their new identity in Christ, while they __________________ their old sinful ways. 
Concerning our main point for today…
Believers have been given a perfect, holy, righteous standing before God & believers will live forever, eternally in perfect righteousness with God forever…There will be some type of echo or ripple effect of these eternal realties in the earthly realm. The echo at times may be ever so slight…The ripple at times may be ever so feeble…But it should be there…
The believer, or those claiming to believe, should be eager to confirm that eternal reality, by how that reality affects their daily life. The believer should not be content with slight, feeble, frail echoes of this eternal reality, they want strong, clear ripples of obedience. 

How the believer lives does not ______________ or secure the reality… it ______________ or shows that reality.   

Those claiming to be saved with little or no evidencing echo in their lives should take serious warning. 

If the lives we live, and the actions we take were to become the evidence brought forward in the courtroom…Would there be enough evidence to confirm that we are indeed who we claim to be?

Peter says, make every effort to evidence your salvation in the way that you live… therefore proving its occurrence.  
Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling and election. (2 Peter 1:10)
Brothers & sisters in Christ, make every effort in your behavior to ‘confirm’ that ‘you have been saved’ and that you are indeed ‘part of the group who has been born again.’
We can make several inferences from what Peter says…

(1) He is speaking to __________________ who he believes are saved. (2 Pet 1:1) 
(2) The lifestyle of the believer ‘_______________’ their salvation… their lifestyle doesn’t ‘provide’ or ‘purchase’ their salvation…nor does it ‘protect’  it. 
(God is the one who provided our salvation at Calvary. Christ is the one who purchased our salvation in his body. The Holy Spirit is the one who protects our security. If these things have indeed occurred there will be correlating evidences which prove their existence.) 
(3) There is a kind of lifestyle that _______________ that you have indeed been saved.

(4) There is a kind of lifestyle that is ______________ to salvation…and should call into question your ____________.
(5) The believer should make every effort in their behavior to bear the ________________ fruit of their salvation.
(2 Pet 1:3) Those who have been saved have everything they need through God’s mighty _____________ to live a godly life.

(2 Pet 1:4) Those who have been saved have been given many _________________, and through these promises they become _________________ of God’s divine nature. Through His power & His promises, those who have been saved are freed from not only the _________________ punishment of sin, but also the _________________ power of sin.

(2 Pet 1:5-8) Having been saved from sin’s punishment & power…having been granted God’s promises & power…having become  partakers of the divine nature…Believers should ‘make every effort’ to ___________________ their faith with ___________________ correlating action. Some types of evidencing fruit of having become a partaker of God’s divine nature are; virtue, self-control & godliness.
Other Passages to Consult: Ephesians 2:8-10, Philippians 2:12-13, 1 John 2:3-6, Philippians 1:6
Summary & Ramifications: 

Concerning Difficult Doctrine 
(1) God __________________ that we have a growing-grasp of the full scope of biblical doctrine. 

(2) We create a great __________________ to the Bible and to the God of the universe when we fail to think seriously about difficult passages. 

(3) We __________________ a lack of trust in God & His Spirit when we avoid difficult passages and to some extent we __________________ the precious realities for which Christ died.

(4) When we fail to think seriously about difficult passages we __________________ our ability to grow & obey etc.  
Concerning Confirming your Calling 

(1) Christ not only died for our eternal-salvation, but also our earthly- ____________________. 

(2) Those who have come to faith in Christ have been _______________ apart from good works, in order that they may be __________ apart for good works. 

(3) Not only are believers commanded to obey Christ, and the Spirit compels them to obey, but God is __________________ to conforming them into His image.

(4) To whatever extent, to whatever measure…there will be & should be ____________ of salvation, there will be confirmations of conversion.

(5) Believers should be eager to confirm these spiritual realities in their daily lives...by living in light of their salvation.

(6) The believer’s main aim is not to confirm a brother’s claim to salvation…but rather to confirm their own claim.

(7) The believer does not bank their confidence in salvation on their action, but their actions should show that they are banking their salvation on an utterly, holy Christ.
