Week 8, 2 Peter Mini-Series: Live holy & godly lives.
Live holy & godly lives.
Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. (2 Peter 3:10-12a)
The believer is called to live a holy, godly life…but what does that mean?
-A godly life is the kind of life that God would _______________ of. It’s a life that images forth the character of God.  

-A godly life is the kind of life that seeks to please God through __________ of our attitudes & actions.  

-A godly life is the kind of life that ______________ to ______________ all spheres of life to the direction, design & desire of God for those very spheres of life.

A godly person asks; “What is God’s direction, design & desire for money, sex, food, fathers, mothers, husbands, wives etc?” “What is God’s direction, design & desire for this thing I am about to do?” “How can I come as close as possible to God’s direction, design & desire for this…”
The believer is called to live a holy, godly life…but why should we? 

You might answer by saying…because it’s the right thing to do or it’s what God wants us to do.

Those reasons are correct…however in the Bible, God rarely tries to motivate us based on these reasons.  
(1) God knows human nature, and he knows that ____________________ of ‘right & wrong’ and ‘what Gods wants’ become relative & trivial when we have a great need. (2) God knows human nature, and he knows that we are created with a longing for joy, happiness & fulfillment and we are ____________________ by what will meet those longings…
The Bible usually uses two ways to motivate us to do what is right…

(1) Taking the evil, disobedient road will led to misery, loss, pain, _____________ & ultimate punishment. 

(See Gal 5:19-21, Col 3:5-6, Prov 5:1, 4-5, 1:32, Deut 28:15-29) 
(2) Taking the godly, obedient road will led to great reward, gain, joy, pleasure & _________________.
(See Prov 1:33, Psalm 128:1-4, Deut 28:1-14) 
Obedience occurs in the life of the believer when the __________________ promises of the world look like springs without water and the __________________ promises of God look very valuable & rewarding.   

We will regularly loose in the __________________ for obedience & holiness if the promises of the world appear to be so delightful and the call of God appears to be so difficult.

Sin has power because of the promises it makes to us. No one sins out of duty. We sin because we believe the deceitful promises that sin makes. We embrace sin because it promises that, at least in the short run, things will be more pleasant. The way that temptation gets its power is by persuading me to believe that I will be happier if I follow it. The power of all temptation is the prospect that it will make me happier. John Piper
We will more regularly win in the battle for obedience if the promises of __________________ offered by the world _____________ in comparison to the promises of joy & reward from God. 

Sin is what you do when your heart is not satisfied with God. We sin because it holds out some promise of happiness. That promise enslaves us until we believe that God is more to be desired than life itself. [Faith is believing] that what God promises to be for us in Jesus stands over against what sin promises to be for us with him…it looks to the future and embraces the promises of God as more satisfying than the promises of sin. John Piper
Examples from Scripture: Hebrews 11:8-10, Hebrews 11:24-26, Hebrews 11:13-14, Hebrews 10:34-35 

Our ability to turn from sin and live a holy & godly life rests on our willingness to believe that what God promises in the future [and present] is of more value & more reward, than anything else that is being offered to us…In the four examples taken from Hebrews, the believers were willing to do some very incredible acts of obedience. And in each instance, their ability to live such radically committed & ‘other-wordly’ kind of lives was owing to their trust in God’s future rewards.
Our potential for obedience, depends on our ________________ to believe that God’s ____________ is of great future reward. Our capacity to make holy & godly choices when we are put at the crossroads hinges on our ability to ________________ that the obedient option is ________________ than the disobedient one. (See 1 Timothy 4:8, 6:6)
Examples of the opposite of holiness & godliness are; 
Covetousness, Greed & Theft. Lust & Adultery. Bitterness & Anger. Anxiety & Impatience. 
Have you ever wondered what the root cause of these sins is?
When you are put to a financial or fiscal test…Covetousness & Greed is believing that God’s financial & material _________________ is not adequate…it’s believing that God can’t/won’t provide for my needs. It’s believing that there is greater satisfaction to be found in more money & more _________________. Theft is believing that my current _________________ or possessions are insufficient and what some else has is inappropriate and that taking some is not only ‘warranted’ but will also benefit your situation.

Godliness: Contentment is being satisfied with what God has provided at this _____________ in time…and trusting that God will provide your every need. It’s believing that what God has allotted to me now is good for me, and better than what I would have _________________ for. Contentment is believing that the joy of a clear conscience & the reward of doing what is right is better than the gain of theft or deception to get more.
When you are put to a sexual or sensual test…Lust & Adultery is believing that God’s design for human sexual relations is lacking...it’s believing that God doesn’t know how to grant sexual satisfaction. It’s believing that there is a greater _________________ to be found in eroticism, promiscuity & pornography. 
Godliness: Purity is being satisfied with what God has provided for me sexually, whether through our spouse in faithful marriage, or through single celibacy. It’s believing that what God has allotted for me now sexually, in marriage or in celibacy, is for my __________________ & eternal good. Purity is believing that fidelity in marriage will _______________ a great reward and that infidelity will likely end in misery & _______________.

When you are put to an emotional or relational test…Bitterness & Anger is believing that God’s sovereignty & justice are insufficient and lacking… it’s believing that God can’t/won’t be just & fair. It’s believing that we can find better __________________ through outrage & __________________. 
Godliness: Self-Control is believing that everyone will stand before God the just throne of God and he will ______________ every wrong and _________________ all the good done in his name. It’s believing that these difficulties have been sent to me for my good, to build my character.
When you are put to a timing or situational test…Anxiety & Impatience is believing that God’s timing, his purposes & his plans are in ____________…it’s believing that God can’t be up to something good in all of our delays & detours. It’s believing that we have a better understanding of how to run our daily lives more ___________________. 
Godliness: Patience is believing that God is in control of all matter and all matters and that what he has allowed is for my growth & sanctification. Patience is believing that God’s timing for things is far better than our own timing.
Summary.

Sin is what we do when we believe that God does not know what is best for us. 

Sin is what we do when we believe that the world holds out more promise for joy, pleasure, satisfaction & reward.
Sin is what we do when we believe that the ‘fleeting pleasures of America’ are of more value & more reward.

Sin is what we do when we believe that the world & our flesh has a better sense of direction & design in order to fulfill my needs. 

Godliness & obedience is what we do when we believe that God knows what is best for us. 

Godliness & obedience is what we do when we believe that God holds out the better promises of joy, pleasure, satisfaction & reward.
Godliness & obedience is what we do when we believe that the ‘sake of Christ’ is of more value & more reward.

Godliness & obedience is what we do when we believe that God, through his direction & design, has a better understanding of how to fulfill my needs. 

