Week 6, 2 Peter Mini-Series: Springs without water.
Today we will begin a 4 Week Mini-Series. The goal will be to close out the final chapter of 2nd Peter by summarizing the main aim by looking into 4 key phrases. These 4 Key Phrases truly become the pillars to not only understanding the book of 2 Peter, but also to understanding living a godly life in Christ. 
Springs without water.
These people are springs without water and mists driven by a storm... For they mouth empty, boastful words and, by appealing to the lustful desires of the flesh, they entice people who are just escaping… (2 Peter 2:17-18)
In this section Peter has been warning the believers of a __________________ teaching that will subtly claim that the authority of Christ over our daily lives is insignificant.
These teachers are pushing the idea that it is ok to __________________ your __________________ desire in sensuality & greed etc. (See 2 Peter 2:1-2, 14, 18)
In summary these teachers were encouraging believers to __________________ the promises of __________________ offered by the world.

They were saying that what the world is holding out is of more value & more reward and is not __________________ spiritually. 

They were openly encouraging people to feed the __________________ of their sin nature by __________________ the prescriptions of the world.  

Essentially they were telling the people that being _____________________ into the image of Christ, through submission to his authority, will not satisfy you. 

Essentially they were telling the people that if they wanted to truly be happy in life then they would appease the hunger of their sin nature…and doing so was of little eternal _____________________. 

It is at this point that Peter says our 1st Key Phrase: Springs without water.
1st, Peter reiterates what we have just said. These teachers were _____________________ people to appease their sinful, worldly desires, yet their claim is __________________.

2nd, Peter says that their words are very ___________________ to believers who are young in the faith and do not yet understand the spiritual battle.

3rd, Peter warns that these teachers are holding out false promises and false rewards that are _________________ to a spring without water.

Peter is saying that what these teachers are offering is ___________________ to coming upon a desert mirage, or an empty well, after weeks of wandering in a dry desert.  

Peter is saying that what the world is offering is not only sinful, but it will never ___________________ the spiritual longings of the _________________.

This imagery is repeated all throughout the Bible…

Jeremiah 2:12-13
Jeremiah says that one of the greatest sins & tragedies is when people do not see God as the satisfaction that their soul desires.  Another great sin & tragedy is when people try to satisfy themselves with the things of the world; which are utterly unable to fulfill.
Ezekiel 16:28-29
In Ezekiel 16 God compares the people to Israel to an unfaithful wife, who seeks out ___________________ from others, and __________________ their husband, God, who alone can give them what they are longing for. Ezekiel shows us what will happen when we believe that is the world, and not God, that holds the greater promises of satisfaction…

Peter’s picture is even more graphic in verses 12 & 22.

Not only will indulging in the sin nature not satisfy…it will likely ruin your joy and corrupt your soul. According to Peter, it is comparable to a dog eating its vomit...or a pig rolling in filth. 

Psalm 63:1, 3, 5. Psalm 4:7. Psalm 16:11. 
David found that following God was more satisfying & fulfilling than the world…David discovered that the __________________ of following God and the joy of a right __________________ with him was better than anything the world could offer... 

David believed in what Jesus promised the woman at the well… Living water, water that would quench the soul’s thirst for joy, happiness, meaning & satisfaction. (See John 4:13-14)
The water that these false teachers were offering, through indulging in the flesh, wasn’t water __________________ to even __________________ your soul-thirst…it was a spring without water!

The pleasures of the world, which entice our sin nature, can never quench our soul’s longing for true joy & satisfaction.

The temptations of the world look appealing…and like a mirage in the desert they make us believe that relief is just around the corner. 

Yet in the end, they will leave us wanting more and wondering how we wandered so far from home, like the prodigal son. In the end the world’s promises for joy & satisfaction are springs without water…an eating of vomit…a rolling in filth.

The key to finding the satisfaction your soul is longing for is to actually __________________ yourself, in all __________________ of life to Christ. (See Matthew 14:15-18, John 6:35, Philippians 3:7-8) 
Summary: 
#1 The key to failure in the Christian life is to believe that what the world holds out has more ability to __________________ than doing what God _______________. 
#2 The key to _________________ in the Christian life is to believe that what God promises to do and be for the believer, through obedience, is of ________________ reward, worth, satisfaction & joy than anything the world can offer. 
The successful Christian, like Paul, comes to see gratifying the sin nature as loss, 
as ______________, as vomit & filth.
The successful Christian, like Paul, comes to see submitting to Christ as gain 
and great _______________.
#3 Another key to success in the Christian life is the ability to daily die to self and to ________________ to ________________ all things under the design, direction & desire of Christ.
#4 We will be more likely to die to self & submit to Christ…if we believe that in doing so there is more ___________________ to be _________________ than there is in living unto self and seeking the world. 
#5 Another key to success in the Christian life is the ability to _________________ that what the world is offering is actually a joy-killer & life-ruiner. Not only will it not give you reward, it will likely ruin you.
