10 Life Lessons from Joshua Chapter 2
We will gather these 10 lessons by comparing & contrasting the two occasions when Moses and Joshua each sent spies into Canaan.    
These men used very __________________ __________________ and leadership approaches during their effort to spy out the land. One effort was terribly __________________ and the other was incredibly __________________.
1. Somethings are best kept secret. (Josh 2:1, 23 & Num 13:25-26) 
Lesson: There are many things in life that not everyone needs to know or needs to know at the _______________ time. A wise leader knows when things _______________ be kept between 

co-leaders, Elders & Deacons and not the whole church etc. A wise parent knows when conversations and decisions should be between Mom & Dad and kept from the kids.  
Application: We must be _______________ with how much information we allow the _______________ body to know and when is best for them to know it. 

2. Be specific & strategic. (Josh 2:1, 23 & Num 13:17, 21) 
Lesson: Whether _______________ goals for our family, our personal lives or our ministries, we have to be _______________ & strategic.  We have to be _______________ not to bite off more than we can chew. Or take on more than we ______________ handle. We are not going to accomplish major tasks overnight. Likewise, being too broad makes the task easily overwhelming. 
Application: As best possible, we need to move from one battle/goal to the next and tackle them from most important to least important.

3. Don’t have too many cooks in the kitchen. (Josh 2:1 & Num 13:1-3) 

Lesson: When you are looking to get the opinions of 10 or 12 or 15 people… you will get 10-12-15 opinions. Major decisions for the organization, the family, the body…can easily get __________________, __________________ and even hijacked if too many people have a say.

Application: In a ministry role, delegate decisions to specific leaders. Don’t always take a poll. Delegate a ______________ group of 2-3 people, a ____________ committee, to work on specific things and empower them to make decisions...everyone doesn’t have to weigh in on everything. 

4. Don’t delay if you don’t have to. (Josh 2:16 & Num 13:25) 

Lesson: There are _____________________ in life & ministry that exist __________________ for a period of time…and those must be capitalized on. Patience is a virtue, but many times Christians & church leaders move far too slow when God is sending great winds of progress into their sails. 

Application: If it is clear that God is moving in a certain direction or that something is the obvious decision, do it. Don’t ____________. You may change your mind and ____________. 

5. Don’t just give your own opinion…get the word on the street. (Josh 2:9 & Num 13:25) 

Lesson: Many people in ministry & church today like to _________________ what can be ________________ …but much of it is just their own opinions. Actually _________________ to people and get their _________________
Application: If you are the leader of your ministry, don’t just make decisions in a vacuum. Ask some of the people what they think. As a parent, don’t neglect to consider your children and their thoughts on a matter. 

6. Don’t gossip, go straight to the leader. (Josh 2:23 & Num 13:26, 32) 

Lesson: When you have a problem or an issue…go __________________ to the individual, go right to the one in charge. _________________ spread a bad report about them or about hear say. Don’t gossip and spread potentially false information. 
Application: When you have a _______________________ or a question or you’ve heard something negative… assume the best of the other person, do not spread any information…and go to them directly to find the truth. 

7. Pick quality people. (Josh 2:1-14 & Num 13:26, 32) 

Lesson: As the leader of a ministry, a job site or a large task. Make sure that you __________________ your __________________ to select high quality people.
Application: Take the time necessary to get the ____________________ people on your team. You will more than make up for any lost time with the quality that they will ____________________. Do not give people high level, high responsibility jobs until you have ____________________ them lead and serve responsibly in much ____________________ roles.
8. Be careful of who you believe. (Josh 6:17 & Num 14:29-30, 36-38) 

Lesson: Believing in the Lord is certainly the only thing that can eternally __________________ someone. Believing in the Lord & his messengers is also often the only/best thing that someone can do in order to be physically saved & __________________. You will hear lots of reports and many opinions in life…be __________________ in who you choose to listen to.
Application: Before running off in our ____________________ direction, according to our own ideas and a friend’s ____________________ …let’s get the Word of the Lord. Let’s consult with the Word & Spirit of God and see what they have to say about the matter.
9. Leaders lead. (Josh 3:1-3 & Num 13:26, 32)
Lesson: If you are a leader, you need to lead. You can’t allow those under you to take over and run the family, the ministry or the job into the ground. If you are a Father, you need to run your household… not your kids. If you are a church leader, you need to run the church, not the congregants or the complainers.
Application: Leaders need to be ______________________ and have a __________________ to accomplish their purpose. They also need to take the initiative and fill the voids, before someone else does.

10. If you know where you’re going – get going! (Josh 3:1-3 & Num 13:26, 32)

Lesson: There are a lot of Christian leaders ____________________ around as though they do not know __________________ they are going. Year after year goes by and they are doing the same things, not conquering any new territory…and are __________________ the people __________________ from behind. 

The biblical leader, when they discover where the Lord is going, is bold and brave and leads the people without hesitation.
Application: If it is clear as to what you should do in your family or your ministry, spend several days praying about it etc. but then act, take charge and move forward.

