8 Life Lessons from Joshua Chapter 1
4 lessons will come from Joshua’s ________________________ as the leader of Israel. 

4 lessons will come from God’s _______________________ to Joshua as the leader of Israel. 

Joshua ___________________ the nation of Israel. 1:1-6
What qualified Joshua? What prepared Joshua for this opportunity? 

When the leader ahead of you goes down…what will make you the most logical choice? 
1. Joshua was a believing spy. (See Num 14:6-9)
The first thing that qualified Joshua to be the next leader of Israel was his __________________ in the promises of God.  Joshua really believed that God’s word was true and that God would give Israel the Promised Land. 
When God scans the crowds for His next leader…for the next person that He will use in incredible ways:
He looks for someone who is willing to believe what He _________________ …no matter the cost!
Action Step: In order to believe what God has said…we must know what God has said. Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God. The more we _________________ ourselves to the Word of God the more we will see our faith grow.
2. Joshua was a warrior for God. (See Ex 17:9-14)

The second thing that qualified Joshua to be the next leader of Israel was his willingness to go to __________________ against the enemies of God.
When God scans the crowds for His next leader…for the next person that He will use in incredible ways:

He looks for someone who is willing to go to battle against _______________ & Satan and against the powers of the flesh and the world.
Action Step: There are enemies waging war against our walk with God on every side. The warrior aggressively __________________ those temptations, those lies, those sins.
3. Joshua was an aid to the leader. (See Ex 24:13, Num 11:28)
The third thing that qualified Joshua to be the next leader of Israel was his __________________ to the __________________ leader, Moses. All throughout the Pentateuch Joshua appeared to be right at Moses side. 
When God scans the crowds for His next leader…for the next person that He will use in incredible ways:

He looks for someone who is already doing the job. Someone who is already _________________ and leading.
Action Step: Befriend a ministry leader and follow them around. Discover any and all ways that you could help them in their ministry. Many people aspire to lead, guide or teach…but few are helping set up chairs, take our trash and clean up spills. 
4.  Joshua was a friend of God. (See Ex 33:11) 
The fourth thing that qualified Joshua to be the next leader of Israel was his _____________________ friendship with God. It appeared that whenever Moses was speaking with God, Joshua was there. 
When God scans the crowds for His next leader…for the next person that He will use in incredible ways:

He looks for someone who is a personal friend. Someone who is walking closely to Him.
Action Step: Talk with God daily, and moment by moment. Pray without ceasing. Joshua seemed to always be dialoging with God.

God ___________________ Joshua as the leader of Israel. 1:7-9
What are the top things that God told Joshua to be sure to do?

What might the top things be that God would tell me to do?

1. Be brave. (See Josh 1:6 & 7)
The first thing that God tells Joshua to do is to be strong, brave and courageous. 

Being a servant of God and being a leader of God’s people is risky & difficult and there are a lot of ___________________ times in store…And God knows that we need to be ___________________ and courageous, and trust in His power to lead us and get us through.
Action Step: The best way to be brave is to lean on God’s power. Tell God that you cannot do it on your own and that you need Him to step in and help! Being brave in a new situation often requires remembering how God helped get you through a ___________________ situation in the past! 
2. Be obedient. (See Josh 1:7 & 8)

The second thing that God tells Joshua to do is to be obedient to His instruction.

Being a servant of God and being a leader of God’s people requires being willing to obey God’s Word & instruction at all times. The successful leader is one who keep his/her focus on the Lord and His instructions and attempts to live in line with God’s Word.
Action Step: Being obedient requires knowing what God’s Word says about a _____________________ thing and then having the willingness to follow the prescription. Obedience often requires putting human logic and/or desire/plans to the side and being willing to pursue God’s _____________________.
3. Be studious. (See Josh 1:8)
The third thing that God tells Joshua to do is to love and meditate on the Word of God.

Being a servant of God and being a leader of God’s people requires loving & knowing the Word of God. The successful leader is one who loves the truth and can’t seem to get enough of God’s Word into their life.
Action Step: Many people may aspire to be a leader or teacher etc. but few aspire to study God’s Word daily, thoroughly & regularly etc. We must _____________________ time in the Word of God, daily. Pray that the Lord would give you a love for His Word. Keep a Bible journal, documenting your study. 
4.  Be encouraged. (See Josh 1:9)
The fourth thing that God tells Joshua to do is to fight fear and discouragement. 

Being a servant of God and being a leader of God’s people can be very intimidating at times…and it can easily be discouraging. The successful leader is one who is able to draw on the encouragement that comes from knowing the Lord and is able to shake off discouragements. 
Action Step: We have the ability to choose what we think upon/dwell on. We can choose to focus on the _____________________, the discouragements…Or we can choose to focus on what God has promised to do and be for us. We can choose to focus on what is going right vs. what is going wrong.
