The Epistles of John: Session 3 (1 John 2, Part 2) 
(1:2) the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us…
There is a certain type of life, called ‘eternal life’, that was on display in the ______________ that Jesus lived in relationship ______________ God and others.  John calls this kind of lifestyle ‘eternal life’…which is important because we learn that the essence of eternal life is not just ______________ we ______________ live...but the way that we can live. 
The essence of our ‘eternal life’ is not simply salvation from hell and freedom from __________________ …but rather the joy of being able to live in ______________ fellowship with our Creator.
(1:3-4) that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.
John says that the reason that he is writing is so that the believers can experience this kind of eternal life, which is found in holy, close, joyful fellowship with God.  
The goal is relational-fellowship with God. The result will be true-joy & satisfaction for the believer.
(1:5-6, 2:1) This relational-fellowship with God is made __________________ when the believer is walking in the light, __________________ the truth & not sinning. ____________ always _________________ us from God, even believers are relationally separated from God when they are in sin. 
God dwells in the light…and he can not have any fellowship with darkness. If we are in darkness (sin) we are not in relationship with him. (We did not say that ‘we are not in a relationship with Him’. We said that…‘we are not in relationship with Him’)
Though we have a right, eternal, relationship with God… He cannot relation with/relate to the sin that we are in…because God has no fellowship with darkness.
(1:7, 1:9) While retaining our sin-nature & human-flesh we will still _______________ in sin. When we do fall short, while attempting to walk in the light, the Holy Spirit will _______________ us…If we admit that His conviction is _______________ …we will be welcomed back into the light…and we are _______________ of all wrong doing. 
(1:10) However, when the Spirit convicts us, if we _______________ that we were in error and we call his judgement wrong; we will remain in the darkness. While in this darkness we are not ‘in Him’ relationally & we are not in the truth or practicing the truth and we are living a lie.
Believers can be in God positionally, eternally, and with-in the truth savingly…And at the same time they can be outside of God, or not ‘in Him’ relationally, momentarily, because God ________________ follow us into the darkness of sin. 
While in the darkness of daily sin, it can be said that we are not in the relational sphere of God’s holiness and we are ___________________ that His word does not have control in us. 
(2:5-6) If you understand these things and you claim to be/desire to be walking within a right relationship with God…then you ought to live as Jesus lived…the eternal way of life.  
(2:9-10) If you really do understand these things and are making every _______________ to walk in the light of holiness, it will be ___________________ by how you treat others…
(2:11) If you mistreat other people, it will be clear that you are walking in darkness…for, if you were indeed walking in the light, you would have treated your brother properly.
While walking in the darkness we not only do not have fellowship with God…we also _______________ this incredible way of life that leads to abundant joy by ___________________ the reason for which we were created. 
(2:3, 2:29) It should be evident by the way that believers live that they are indeed who they claim to be… children of God, walking in close fellowship with him. There will be strong evidences of genuine conversion in the lives of those who are saved… they will _________________ walk in holiness, obeying the Lord and _______________ admit their error when they sin.   
(2:4) It will also be apparent that some who are claiming to be children of God & walking in close fellowship with him, are not genuine when they habitually live in darkness & fail to come into the light.  
The point is; the battle for fellowship with God & true & lasting joy is won in the trenches of holiness and glad obedience in the light...and it is lost in the alleys of allure and darkness.
There is a relational-sphere within which God ‘dwells’ and that sphere is light. The sphere of light in which God dwells is holiness. God does not leave the sphere of holy light…and those who wish to _______________ with him, in right fellowship, must be where God is… in the light. When we wander into sin, we have left the light and we have _______________ over into another relational-sphere, characterized by darkness.
God’s relational, fellowshipping, presence does not follow us into the darkness. He has no part in evil and he cannot dwell in the darkness which we are in. His Spirit reminds us of the truth, convicts us of the sin that we are in, and if we so choose we can follow Him back into the relational presence of God in the light. If we deny the Spirit’s conviction and do not confess our sins, we remain in the darkness…separated from the holy & relational presence of God.
(2:8, 2:17) John says that the sphere of darkness is passing away…and that sphere is the ______________ system and the way that the world thinks & behaves…what the world _____________ and values. When we step out of the light and into the darkness, we are stepping into the way the world thinks…we are walking in step with the world and not in step with our heavenly Father.
(2:15-16) John warns not to love the world; or that is the way that the world operates. Or put better; do not put your hope for true joy & satisfaction what the world is hoping in (desiring). 
The way the world operates, through the desires of the flesh & the lust of the eyes, is not ________________ with where God dwells. The ‘relational love’ of God does not ________________ with the way of the world…therefore if you are full of the ways of the world…you are not in the sphere of light.  Furthermore, if you love the world more than God, or you are happier to be in the sphere of darkness than in the sphere of light…you may need to _______________ yourself. 
(3:6-8) Though true believers will struggle with sin…there will be a measure of growth in holiness and a longing to be more like Him and to dwell more closely in the light. The desire of the true believer is to have this holy, joyful, right relationship with God, in fellowship with him.
If that measure of growth is not apparent…and the love of the world is so dominating and there is such a flood of sin and worldliness… it may mean more than spiritual wandering…it may mean conversion has not occurred. 
(2:5-6) The true believer wants to walk in the light…they want to be perfected…they want to live near God. The true believer wants to _______________ the incredible _______________ of fellowship with God and the true joy found in his presence. 
(2:28) The true believer wants to be found busy doing the work of the Lord when He returns… not found shamefully in the muck and mire of the world. (See Matthew 24:45-51) 
Closing Remarks: 
(2:8, 2:15-17) Satan, via the world system, is holding out many different desirable things, which beckon us to believe that real joy, pleasure & satisfaction is to be found in the sphere of darkness.  
(1:4, John 15-10-11) God, through holy fellowship, is holding out His Son and through a right relationship with Him, He calls us to believe that real joy, pleasure & satisfaction is to be found in the sphere of light.  
(Psalm 16:11) You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
The battle for holiness & fellowship with God is won & lost in the trenches of our hearts & minds and over our willingness to believe that what God puts forward for our joy is indeed of greater reward than all of what the world holds out as desirous.
The true and lasting motive for turning from the darkness & coming back into the light is believing that what is offered in the light is of more value than what is offered by the darkness. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]If not; we will soon be right back in the darkness, because we believe that it offers greater hope, greater reward…
and what it promises is more desirous than what God promises in the light. 
