Week 7, 2 Peter Mini-Series: Looking forward to this.
Looking forward to this.
So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. (2 Peter 3:14)
In this section Peter begins to warn the believers about the last days on earth. Peter starts by saying that many _____________ will mock Christians who claim the truth that Christ will return.
One reason they do not believe that the end is near is because every day is just like the next…and time _______________ to never _______________.

Another reason they do not believe that the end is near is because they intentionally _______________ the truth that the world was destroyed once before.

But Peters says these people are fools because the ______________ & the ______________ are actually being kept for an incredible day of judgment & destruction. 

Peter then gives two reasons as to why it appears that ‘the end is never coming’.

1st he says that Gods’ ____________________ to time & space is much different than our own.

2nd God is being gracious by delaying, which is allowing more people to _____________ & be saved.

Peter then reminds the believers that this incredible day of judgment & destruction is a _________________ and will ______________.

3 different times Peter explains that the heavens & the earth will be destroyed by fire. (v 7, 10, 12) 3 times Peter says that the world and everything on it will be ________________ in a unimaginable attack of fire.
Peter then says that God will make a new heaven & a new earth, where the righteous will live with God forever!

It is at this point that Peter says our 2nd Key Phrase. In 3 ways, Peter says the same phrase…(v 12, 13, 14)
…as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. (12)

The 1st mention of looking forward is a ‘negative’ glance. The thing that the believers are to gaze ahead at is something very awful.

…we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells. (13)

The 2nd mention of looking forward is a ‘positive’ glance. The thing that the believers are to gaze ahead at is something very wonderful.
…looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless… (14)

The 3rd mention of looking forward is a ‘united’ glance. The thing that the believers are to gaze ahead at is something both terrifying & thrilling…the ___________________ view of the destruction of evil and the joy of the righteous.

Found within these three summons to look forward, is a ____________ to action. Twice Peter tells the church that the future destruction of the world and a future new heaven & earth should ___________________ the believer to a life of holy obedience. 

That call to holiness will be the context of our next two sessions.

However, today, we are seeing that our ability to live a holy & godly life and our ability to confirm our calling…___________________ to a great ___________________ on our ability to look forward to the future…

“Obedience rises and falls in proportion to our faith in what God promises to do for us in the future.” John Piper
A very important truth is that the concept of biblical faith has always been based on believing what God says regarding something in the future…(See Gen 2:17, Gen 6:17-18, Gen 12:2-3, Ex 11:1, Ex 11:4-5, Ex 11:12-13)
“Faith is profoundly and pervasively future-oriented.” John Piper
If we want to live a godly life in Christ, our lives must be marked with a ___________________ looking ahead to what God promises to do and be for the believer, in the future. 

A major key to success in the Christian life is a ___________________ reminder of what awaits those who are lost…and what awaits those who are saved.
Looking ahead not only helps us orient ourselves to the grand realities of life and helps us set our priorities ___________________ …Looking ahead is the essence of biblical, saving faith.

Biblical faith is trusting in what God says about the future. Biblical faith is trusting that what God says in the future will actually happen. Biblical faith is trusting that what God says will happen in the future to the believer is of more reward & more value than anything else in life, including life.

This is one of, if not the most important, concepts in the Bible and in the life of the believer…

(1) Biblical faith is trusting that what God says will happen in the future is true, is certain & will happen.

(2) Biblical faith is believing that what God promises to do is of more reward & more value than anything else in life, including life. (See Hebrews 11:1, 6, 8-10, 13, 24-26, 34-35. Philippians 3:13-14)
-Faith is confidence in what we hope for, assurance about what we do not see…that he rewards those who earnestly seek him
-By faith they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance…they were longing for a better country

-By faith Moses chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward
-By faith you suffered along with those in prison and joyfully accepted the confiscation of your property, because you knew that you yourselves had better and lasting possessions. So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded
-Straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize
Faith isn’t just believing the ___________________ of what God says. Faith isn’t just believing the _________________ of what God says. Faith is believing the ___________________ of what God says.

Biblical faith not only believes that what God promises is true, and right and will come to pass…Biblical faith believes that what God has promised to happen for the believer is of more worth, more value & more reward than anything promised by anyone or anything else. 

What are some of the things God has promised to us, in the future?

See 1 Corinthians 2:9 ‘what no human mind has conceived—the things God has prepared for those who love him’
Faith is believing that what God has prepared in the future for those who trust him is beyond human __________________ and is of more value & reward than anything that anyone or anything in this life can hold out. 

See Ephesians 2:6-7 ‘that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace’
Faith is believing that for all of the ___________________ ages of eternity God will show us the incomparable riches of his love & grace…and the cost of trusting & obeying him now is of no ___________________ to what is to come. 

See Ephesians 1:18-19 ‘the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, and his incomparably great power for us’
Faith is believing that the hope that God has called us towards, in eternity in heaven is incomparable to any and all false promises of joy & reward now. 

SUMMARY: 

1. Faith is believing the ___________________ of what God says about the future.
2. Faith is believing in the superior ___________________ of the future promises of God vs. the current pleasure of the world. 
3. Obedience occurs when we allow the hope in God’s future promises to have ___________________ over the world’s false promises.  
