[bookmark: _GoBack]The Epistles of John: Session 1 (1 John 1:1-10, 2:1-2) 
(1:1-2) John describes Christ, by saying that he was/is ‘the word of life’ & he was/is ‘the eternal life’.  
John says that this One, this word of life, this eternal life, was with God from the beginning and was now made manifest, ________________ to them. John says that the apostles saw him with their own eyes, they heard his ________________ and they touched his person. They saw his lifestyle & his behavior.

What the disciples _______________ displayed by Christ in word & deed is the _______________ of ‘eternal life’. 
(1:1-2) That which was with God from the beginning was ‘eternal life’—that life was made manifest (incarnate) and through the ‘word of life’ we have looked upon it (eternal life), we have seen it (eternal life) and touched it (eternal life) with our hands…and we are proclaiming to you the eternal way of life that was manifest to us by God.
The ‘eternal life’ in view here is more than or different from our normal understanding of ‘salvation’ or ‘living for ever’. The eternal life in focus is the type of life that Jesus displayed…That is; the quality of life that Jesus lived…which is also the kind life that we will live forever with Jesus.
Eternal life can mean two related, yet very different things. 
1st most commonly, eternal life means _________________ from the punishment of our sins & freedom from condemnation on judgement day, along with a length of life that will last _________________. (See John 3:16) 
2nd less commonly, eternal life means the quality of life _________________ in holiness & joy. That is, the type of life or the benefits and enjoyments that are part of eternal life…which can be experienced now, partially and then, fully. 
John 17:3 Eternal life is ____________________ that you can know intimately, namely God & his Son.
Gal 6:8 Eternal life is ____________________ that you can reap the rewards of by sowing to/living in the Holy Spirit.
John 6:27 Eternal life is something that you can work towards & something ________________ that you can feed yourself with. 
1 Tim 6:12 Eternal life is something that you can fight for & take hold of on this _____________ of eternity.
John 4:13-14 Eternal life is a spring within you that quenches the thirst of the _________________. 

The kind of or type of ‘eternal life’ that John has in view here is the kind of life that Jesus led, which was displayed in his visible behavior…The ‘eternal life’ that John has in view here is not ‘eternal salvation’ from sin found in belief of the gospel. 
Which means, when John calls us to do certain things, and not do other things…it is not so that we can labor, sow, fight for
#1 Eternal Life:  Salvation/escape from punishment/live forever. He is calling us to do/not do certain things in order to have
#2 Eternal Life:  The satisfaction & the reward of walking in holy fellowship with God…a present quality of life.

Our _________________ salvation is not at stake in doing or not doing these things. (The #1 eternal life assured in future salvation is guaranteed and is based on the promises of God and the accomplishments of Christ.) 
Our _________________ of joy and true fellowship with God is what is at stake. (The #2 eternal life experienced in ongoing sanctification is very much ‘up for grabs’ and is based on our willingness to walk in obedience.) 
(1:3-4) John says that he is writing these things about this eternal life to the churches so that they too can have this type of abundant & joyful life found in fellowship with God & Christ. 
Much of the book will be about: How the believer can go about experiencing this type of eternal & rewarding life, which is found in close, joyful fellowship with God.

(1:5) The 1st thing that he wants to say about having this kind of life is to make something very clear about God. John says that the main thing to remember is that God is holy & ________________ & he has no _______________ in any sin or evil. 
At the core of the experience of this type of eternal life is holiness.
John’s Epistles are about how to experience a joyful & rewarding ‘eternal life’ now by being in close fellowship with God, which is accomplished primarily through a life of holiness. 
7 Statements in 7 Verses become an attempt to outline how we can have this kind of life.
John is going to unfold portions of the ‘instruction manual’ or the ‘blueprint’ on how to have this kind of life.

(1:6) If we claim to be walking in obedient fellowship with God (who is light: holy) yet we are living in blatant ________________ (sin)…we are not in step with the truth (we deceive ourselves by thinking that this ________________ is possible)…because God cannot have fellowship with the darkness that we are in. 
(1:7) If however we walk in the light (in step with holiness) we have fellowship with God and the blood of Christ _______________ us from the sin that we may/will indeed _______________ during our attempt to live godly lives.
(1:8) Even while we are walking in the light of God’s holiness we will fall short and sin. When we do, the Spirit will convict us and call _______________ to our error, in an _______________ to led us to repentance. When this occurs, if we say that we have not sinned, we are essentially saying that the Holy Spirit is wrong and that we did not sin that way. We are deceiving ourselves in an attempt to avoid the pain of admittance, confession, repentance etc. 
(1:9) If however, when the Spirit convicts us of sin that we commit, we ______________ with Him and we ______________ our error…God will be faithful (to His promises) and also just (the death of Christ) to forgive us of the sin that we did commit against His holiness. 
(1:10) Again, however, if we deny that we have sinned when the Spirit _______________ us of the truth that we have sinned against Him in some way…It is clear that God’s word has limited _______________ over our lives and limited sway in our hearts…and we make the Spirit out to be a liar (false in His conviction).
(2:1) John makes his goal clear. He is not writing the believers to give them license: freedom to sin. He is writing these things so that we will have the aim of not sinning.
Sin always separates us from God. Sin also always separates us from the reward, the joy & fulfillment of type #2 Eternal Life.
The two keys to having this kind of joyful & rewarding life are (1) walking in close, holy, fellowship with God & (2) not sinning.
Yet, even as redeemed people, in a fallen world, with the sin nature remaining, we will sin. And John is explaining how to handle that problem, in order to continue to have the benefits of this kind of eternal life.
(2:2) John knows that human nature will push us to the extremes of _______________ ‘license to sin’ and _______________ ‘legalism to obey’. And he reminds them again, that Jesus is at the right hand of the Father and He is continually making atoning amends on our behalf in the courtroom of God. He concludes by reminding them that Christ’s atoning power over sin in their life will never run out, it is without limit as it were, capable of covering all the sin of all people for all time if need be. 
Conclusion: 
#1 Jesus came not only so that we could have a ________________ eternal life…but so that we would have life more abundant now…and that our joy would be __________. (Jhn 10:10, 15:11)
#2 Being saved from our sins & punishment in hell is not the essence of eternal life… joyful ________________ with God is. (Jhn 17:3)
#3 At the ___________ of this joyful, abundant, eternal life is holiness…because God is utterly holy/light and he can not fellowship with sin/darkness. 
#4 While retaining their sin nature; believers will continually struggle with the sin that always _________ them off from God &from experiencing this full, rewarding, eternal life now.
#5 Learning to respond to the Holy Spirit’s ______________ through admittance, _______________ & repentance is the key to walking in close fellowship with God.

