Week 5, 2 Peter 2:10-22
Before we dive into our section today we need to remind ourselves of where we were last week…

Peter was warning about the threat against the truth because of false prophets and false teachers. We saw that the false doctrine these people were spreading could be summarized in the phrase…‘denying the Master’…

We summarized this as a refusal to submit to the full authority of Christ in all spheres of life…Or to deny the right of Christ as the sovereign ruler of all realms of life…

The false ideas that these people were teaching is that Christ is not or should not be the rightful ruler of your life; your attitudes & actions…or that not submitting to Christ is of no significant consequence… or that submitting to Christ is of little or no reward, value & worth.

This false doctrine ___________________ believers to despise Christ’s authority over their life 
and ________________ them to live out their sinful desires…
In summary the false doctrine that Peter was warning about is a teaching that subtly claims that Christ’s authority in our daily life is insignificant. And that it is ok to indulge in the old sin nature. However, the truth is that whether we allow Christ’s rule to reign in our lives or not is of incredible & eternal significance. And we are to flee from sin.

Peter begins to paint a picture of exactly what is going on in the church. (Read 2:10-22)
#1 There is a church, functioning ____________________, under the leadership of the Word of God & in step with the Spirit of God and the elders, deacons etc.

#2 But somehow, outsiders, unbelievers, were __________________ into their flock. Maybe through outreach, maybe through service, maybe through invitation, maybe simply because of their great love & obedience…

#3 Having been ____________________ into the church, these people were able to hear the truth on many occasions and even found something compelling about the setting and about the truth. 

#4 Their lives actually benefited from this exposure to the truth they were hearing & the way of life they were ___________________ … It actually pulled them away from the world in some way.

#5 In the process, these outsiders began to __________________ to the setting and looked the part and at some point were even __________________ to teach or have great influence…

#6 These people had more __________________ advantage than most, they were able to hear the truth and know about God, his Son, ________________ and __________________ …

#7 However, these people were like the thorny __________________ in the parable. The Word took root for a _____________________ in their life but then the world and sinful desire choked it out.

#8 Because they did not have true roots they never believed & quickly withered away and returned to their __________________ lifestyle. 

#9 It is at this point that these unbelievers, who have gained a false standing in the church, begin to spread the __________________ that Christ is not the __________________ authority in your daily life. 

#10 Through their ___________________ and their ____________ service, they __________________ true believers into licentious living and they divert genuine seekers from finding the way of truth.

#11 The judgement and punishment ________________________ these unbelievers has been _____________________ because of their proximity to the truth.

#12 It would have actually been better for these people to not have had this increased _____________________ to the truth, which _____________________ their accountability.
It is clear from several statements in this section that these false teachers are not ___________________. They are not saved, not redeemed, not ___________________ again, nor indwelt by the Spirit. (See 9-10) 
These people do not have a righteous ___________________ before God they are _________________ in their sins. If we do not make this point clear this passage will be utterly confusing and even devastating to your faith. (See 20-21) 

If we do not understand these false teachers to be unbelievers, then we can be led to believe that true, born again believers, had the Spirit of God removed from them & were then judged & punished for their sins; sins for which Christ died.

See John 2:16-19 & Matthew 7:15-20

These false teachers were not true believers who were born again and then through great sin were removed from the grace & salvation of God. These false teachers were not true believers because their fruit was never confirmed. John & Jesus both confirm our conclusions that these false teachers were not believers. John & Jesus both state that the reason we can know that these type of people are not believers is because of their lack of spiritual growth & transformation. John & Jesus also touch on the same topic that true believers will have some indicating fruit of belief. Their lives will display some measure of growth & obedience.

There are essentially three schools of thought on this topic.

The 1st group believes that subsequent obedience to Christ is a requirement for salvation. They also believe that all true believers will by necessity [God’s work in their life] persevere in the faith through obedience etc. 

The 2nd group believes that subsequent obedience to Christ is a requirement for salvation. Yet, someone can truly be saved and by not persevering sufficiently in obedience can lose their eternal standing.

The 3rd group believes that subsequent obedience to Christ is not a requirement for salvation. They believe that faith in the promises of God is sufficient, and the flesh is strong enough to lure away a true believer…but God remains committed to his promises to them regardless of their lifestyle. 

I believe that there is a 4th way to think about this topic…and it is somewhere between the 1st and 3rd ideas. 

Scripture makes it clear that the flesh is very __________________ and there will be an ever ongoing battle in the life of the believer to live out what they truly believe. And they will have ___________________ of success & failure in obedience.

Scripture also makes it clear that God is _____________________ to His promises to people regardless of their failures to obey… Noah, Moses, David & Peter are all incredible believers, but all failed at stages in their life to obey, but we know that God did not abandon them.

Scripture also makes it clear that the lifestyle of the believer is very important and that God has a commitment to His children. Through His Spirit; He is committed to growing them and _____________________ them into the image of Christ.

I believe that true believers will be _____________________ with some overarching growth in the faith, and even through seasons of failure there will be a _____________________ of sanctification and obedience. 

I believe that God has a commitment to the believer and by His Spirit He will be relentless in His __________________ of them. God is __________________ committed not only to the salvation of the believer, but also the sanctification of the same believer. 

I believe that an overall lack of obedience and a _____________________ disregard for the truth and a lifestyle marked with regular disobedience, sinfulness and worldliness is a ______________________ to question true belief/conversion. 

I also believe that true believers can __________________ in seasons of sin and discouragement for a long time. I also believe that they can fail to yield to the Spirit’s work in their life…yet God is _______________ committed to His promise to keep them until that day. 

I do not believe whatsoever that a true, born again believer, indwelt by the Spirit of God, can at some point loose his/her standing before God. Or that God would change His promised commitment towards that believer.

I do believe that there is a great possibility that a wayward believer could suffer greatly because of the consequences of their sin…even though God is still eternally committed to them. I do believe that there is the possibility that God could call a wayward believer home…because of their failure to trust & obey. 

I also believe that there are many unbelievers who through their genuine desire (Cain, Judas, Ananias/ Sapphira) can look like, talk like & act like true believers for a season. They even believe that they are believers. When those people ‘fall away’ and do not continue in the process of genuine belief or they cease their efforts… it is not that a true believer lost their salvation…it was that an imposter was exposed. God wants the imposters in our midst to believe…but if they do not come to a true saving faith, their fate will be worse than it would have been without this increased exposure to the truth. 

Having a biblically accurate and balanced approach to this topic is key to understanding some very difficult passages in the Bible. In a few weeks we will be in the books of 1-2-3 John and this topic is one of the main concepts in his writing.
