Week 7, 1 Peter 4:1-11 
1 Peter 4:1-2 Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of thinking…
Peter says that because Jesus _________________ in his earthly body…we must prepare ourselves with the ________________ mentality. Part of God’s ________________ within Jesus’ willingness to _____________ for us while in his earthly body…was to ________________ to us that it is possible to ______________ the longings of the earthy body, in the midst of great suffering, in order to please God.  
 …for whoever has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin…
Peter says that whoever embraces this mentality will soon learn that you cannot ______________ for Christ while also ______________ to please your sinful desires. The opposite is also true, you will be less inclined to ______________ the desires of your sin nature when you are actively _______________ for Christ. Peter says that whoever embraces this mentality has _______________ -__________ …they have _______________ living for their sinful desires and are living fully for God. Peter doesn’t mean that those who are willing to suffer in this way will cease sinning entirely…rather, they will cease living for sin entirely. 

…so as to live for the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for human passions but for the will of God.
 Peter says that believers who are willing to follow Christ in this way now have the goal of living the remainder of their time on earth, in this fallen body, for the will of God. Peter says that believers who are willing to follow Christ in this way are deliberately no longer living to fulfill the _______________ of their sinful nature, but instead are living to fulfill the _______________ of their God. 
1 Peter 4:3 Peter says that our _______________ 10-15-20-30 years spent in unbelief and spent in wholehearted _______________ of the passions of the sinful nature should be sufficient enough. This does not mean that it was ever _______________ for us to have lived that way, but, rather that…‘We have had enough of these things; we have tried them; we know that they do not fulfill; and there is no reason why we should indulge in them any longer.’
1 Peter 4:4-5 Peter says that our unbelieving friends will find it strange when we no longer join them in their worldly _______________. To them it is a very strange and confusing thing, for someone to give up the pleasures of the world for a course of life which doesn’t seem to them to hold out any _______________ or reward. 

1st, they do not _____________ the guilt of their own sinful behavior. They do not feel the ________________ of their wicked ways.  

2nd, they do not take their Maker and their God into ____________________. They do not ___________________ life after death, eternity and judgment. 
3rd, they have no ability to ___________________ that the reward that God promises is much more valuable than the reward that sin holds out.  

1 Peter 4:6 Peter says that unbelievers are failing to realize that they too will have to give account to God, who is ready to judge both ‘the living’ and ‘the dead’, for everything they have done. The unbeliever fails to realize that one day soon God will hold all of humanity accountable…both the living (saint) and 
the dead (sinner) 

Essentially, Peter is saying the gospel should still be preached to /is being preached to the living dead (unbelievers)…because although they stand condemned in their body, just like everyone else, if they repent they can be made alive in the Spirit, just like the living alive (believers)... (See Eph 2:1-5)
1 Peter 4:7 Peter tells the believers, that because they know that ___________________ (living-saints, dead-sinners) will soon be held accountable to God for their lives on earth...they should ___________________ live a certain kind of life! 

One of the best ways to get your life on track and to get your priorities straight is to remind yourself of the coming end of all things and the judgment of God. (The end of all things is at hand; therefore be... )

See 2 Peter 3:10-11 Peter says different times in his letters that because the end is near, because we will soon stand before God…We should be a ___________________ kind of people. And we should be ___________________ by certain kinds of actions. 
Let’s briefly look at these characteristics in 1 Peter 4:8-9 
Self-Controlled: By Self-Controlled we mean someone who is able to ________________ their __________________, attitudes and actions according to their spiritual desires & God’s will. 

The opposite of Self-Controlled is someone whose life is not under the control of the Spirit, but rather is under the full _____________ of their sinful nature, evil desires & the world ________________. 

Sober-Minded: By Sober-Minded we mean someone whose mentality and outlook on life is centered on _______________, the imminent _______________ of Christ and the end of all things.

The opposite of Sober-Minded is someone whose mind is set on this physical life; someone who is ______________ on the _______________ of this life and rarely considers the more serious realities. 

Earnest-Loving: By Earnest-Loving we mean someone whose _______________ demeanor is could be characterize by an _______________ and reckless love for anyone and everyone. 

The opposite of Earnest-Loving is someone whose mind is set on themselves and how they can get ahead and make their life better for themselves...not someone else.

Happy-Hospitality: By Happy-Hospitality we mean someone who can’t help but constantly display the ‘others-centered’ nature of God through a __________ -_________________ of people in their homes and activities.

The opposite of Happy-Hospitality is someone who never wants to be around anyone else and when they do, it is done dutifully and begrudgingly. 

1 Peter 4:10-11 Paul closes this section with a encompassing challenge to the believers to use whatever spiritual ______________ they have been given to ______________ God and edify the believers. 
