
Observation 



The last two weeks… 

10 Step for discovering 



The last two weeks… 

7 Step for discovering 



This week… 

Applying these  

17 Observation Skills  
to Ephesians 4 



Obviously we don’t have  

time to demonstrate all  

17 observation methods that we 

covered in the past  

two weeks. But I want to 

highlight a few.   



Identify the Obvious Names 

Content Skill #3  



Jesus – 28 times 

You/We/Your – 26 times  

God/Father – 8 times  

Spirit – 4 times  



This passage is clearly, 

directly and specifically 

about Jesus Christ and 

his redeemed church.  



Content Skill #5  
Mark Key Words & Phrases 



 

One – 9 times  

All – 5 times  

Call/Called – 4 times  

 

Key words Verses 1-7 





 

 

 

 

Key phrases 1/3: 



Believers unifying  

in God/Christ. 

Key theme from phrases 1/3: 



 

 

 

 

Key phrases 2/3: 



 

 

 

 

Key phrases 2/3: 



Believers unifying  

in doctrine/thinking. 

Key theme from phrases 2/3: 



 

 

 

 

Key phrases 3/3: 



 

 

 

 

Key phrases 3/3: 



 

 

 

 

Key phrases 3/3: 



Believers unifying  

in living/acting both 

positively and negatively. 

Key theme from phrases 3/3: 



Mark Unknowns & Questions  

Content Skill #8  



Questions? 
 
 

I felt that Ephesians 4 was a very 
straightforward passage, and did not 

present very many confusing or tricky 
things. There was one confusing portion. 



Verses 8-10  

Verses 8-10 seem very out of place and 

almost like an afterthought…or a look 

into the subconscious mind of Paul. What 

does Paul mean by “he (Christ) had also 
descended into the lower regions, the 

earth?” 



Verses 8-10  

Is this simply figurative speech describing 

his decent to earth to save mankind… 

or is it another reference to the concept 

that Jesus descended to Death & Hades  
to testify to the already dead?  



Verses 8-10  

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous 

for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, 

being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the 

spirit, in which he went and proclaimed to the 
spirits in prison, because they formerly did not 

obey, when God's patience waited in the days of  

Noah, while the ark was being prepared…  

1 Peter 3:18-20 



Questions? 
 
 

This is clearly a very confusing pair of 
verses and a difficult concept that the Bible 
speaks very little about. You can easily see 

how someone could make a mountainous 
theological argument out of a molehill of 

evidence, and also get sidetracked from the 
main, clear themes in the chapter. 



Discern the Main Theme 

Content Skill #10  



Unity of the believers in their (1) 

understanding of their position in 

Christ, (2) unity in their 

doctrine/thinking about the world 

and the truth and (3) unity in 

their living out of the truth.   



Answer Context Discovery 
Questions 

Context Skill #1  



Who said it?  
Paul is traditionally and overwhelmingly accepted as 

the author of  this passage. Though a small minority 

believe that it could have been written by one of  his 

followers, because of  minor stylistic differences from 

his other writings…however there is nothing major 

presented to doubt that this was indeed written by 

Paul.   



When was it said?  

Paul references his imprisonment in the opening 

verse and it is widely accepted that he wrote 

this between 60-62 AD from Rome…only a 

short time before his execution in 64-65 

AD…making this one of  his final letters.   



Who was this written to? 

It is traditionally understood that Paul was writing 

to the church(es) in Ephesus (modern day Turkey). 

This would be the church that he centered his third 

missionary journey on between 53-57 AD. This city 

was the fourth largest city in the Roman empire at 

that time with close to 500,000 in population. 



Who was this written to? 
However the letter lacks a direct 

address/acknowledgement of  a specific 

church. When considering the universal 

message and applications for all believer 

within the book, it quite possibly was 

intended to be sent around to many churches 

within this Roman province of  Asia. 



What are major cultural 
considerations we must make?  

Ephesus was a major port city within the Roman 

empire with major trade routes and a booming 

economy. Ephesus was also home to one of  the 

seven wonders of  the ancient world, the temple of  

Artemis, a Greek goddess…one of  the largest 

temples ever built.    



What are major cultural 
considerations we must make?  

The immediate cultural ramifications of  ‘every wind 

of  doctrine’ ‘human cunning’ ‘tossed to and fro by 

the waves’ must be interpreted in the light of  the 

setting and surrounding of  this incredible port city 

of  Ephesus, in the peak of  the Roman Empire.  



What are major cultural 
considerations we must make?  

‘every wind of  doctrine’ could literally be 

referencing the various forms of  religion, beliefs and 

practices that the next boat and the next sea winds 

would blow into port in Ephesus...carrying a new 

form of  ‘human cunning’ ‘deceitful schemes’ and 

empty philosophy.      



Outline the Book 

Context Skill #2  



Chapter 4  
Paragraph 1: Verses 1-6  

Paragraph 2: Verses 7-16 *But  
Paragraph 3: Verses 17-19 *Now 
Paragraph 4: Verses 20-24 *But 

Paragraph 5: Verses 25-32 *Therefore  
 
 



Summarize the Book 

Context Skill #3  



Summary of Ephesians 4: 

Paul challenges the believers to (1) walk in a manner 
that is worthy of their incredible position in Christ. He 

tells them that they will walk more obediently   
(2) the more they collectively understand what has 

happened to them in Christ at salvation and   
(3) when they are collectively unified under sound 

doctrine, which is aided by appointed help.  
(4) He concludes by laying out specific ways of 

walking worthily and unworthily.   



Summarize each Paragraph 

Context Skill #5  



Paragraph 1: Verses 1-6  
 
 

Paul challenges the believers to walk in a 
manner that is worthy of their incredible 

position in Christ. Paul emphasizes that though 
there are many different believers there is 
one hope and faith, in one Lord and in one  

God and Father for all who believe.  



Paragraph 2: Verses 7-16 
 
 

Paul tells the believers that God gave them 
specific gifts and people to help them in their 

walk and growth. These people are to use 
their gifts to unify the body of believers in 
their knowledge of the Son of God, so that 

they will be able to withstand the schemes and 
mentality of the world.   



Paragraph 3: Verses 17-19 
 

Paul tells the believers that they should not 
walk the way that they used to, as 

unbelievers. The minds of the unbeliever are 
still darkened with sin and ignorance. 



Paragraph 4: Verses 20-24 
  
 
 

Paul tells the believers that they should walk 
according to the new knowledge they have 

about Christ, according to the truth. They are 
to put off their old way of living and put on 

their new way of life which is holy and pure. 



Paragraph 5: Verses 25-32 
 

Paul lays out specific ways that the believers 
can put off their old way of life and how they 

can put on their new way of life. He lists many 
negative deeds that are to cease and many 

positive deeds that are to be pursued.  



Identify Paragraph Theme(s) 

Context Skill #7  



Paragraph 1: Verses 1-6  
 
 Walking in step with  

the one true God. 



Paragraph 2: Verses 7-16 
 
 Developing unity in  

the knowledge of  
the Son of God. 



Paragraph 3: Verses 17-19 
 

Refusing to live according to 
the world and sin. 



Paragraph 4: Verses 20-24 
  
 
 

Living according to the truth. 



Paragraph 5: Verses 25-32 
 

The misdeeds of the flesh vs. 
the acts of obedience.   


